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) PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH 

From Worth and South throughout this mighty land 

Where generations of our parents lic 

At peace beneath the arches of the sku, 

We sons and daughters, joining hand to hand, 

As loval Lutherans united stand, 

A million strong, resolved to sanctify 

©ur fathers’ fervent faith until we die, 

And build a living Church at God's command. 

¥Endow us, Lord, with strength to do Thy will 

In Worldly cities and in pagan lands, 

Untwearied, undisheartened, undeterred, 

That we unfaltering!y mav fulfill 

©ur Work with consecrated hearts and hands, 

Forever steadfast in Thy Holu Word. 


. By John D. M. Brown, Litt. D. 


Oe Luther League of America 


Oecte ber, / 96 greets the Wnited Lutheran Church in America 

in session at ©maha, Nebraska, and pledges its 
nen SS ae lovalty and whole-hearted support in the program 
Volume 52 Aumber 10 and Work of the Church. 
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For Young People 


who wish to know their 


CHURCH 


BOOKS ON LUTHERAN 


AITH 
ACTS 
OUNDERS 


A LUTHERAN HANDBOOK 


By Amos John Traver 


In less than a hundred pages this book explains Lutheran 
history, distinctive doctrines, and methods of work. 


Fifty Cents 


FACTS OF OUR FAITH 
By William L. Hunton 


A description of important teachings of our Church, and 
an outline of its principles and methods of operation. 


One Dollar 


ADVENTURING FOR CHRIS 


by Ira Oliver Nothstein 


T 


A narrative of the lives of forty notable missionary leaders 
of the Lutheran Church in home, foreign, and social mis- 
sion work, 


One Dollar and Fifty Cents 


LUTHER, THE REFORMER 


By Charles Hay 


An account of Luther’s life, 


brief but remarkably complete 
and valuable. 


Fifty Cents 


THE WAY 
By Charles M. Jacobs 
A Little Book of Christian Truth 


A masterpiece of simple and_ inspiring 
essential facts of Christian religion, 


about the 


One Dollar 


writing 


LUTHERAN MAKERS 
AMERICA 


By Ira Oliver Nothstein 


OF 


Sketches of the lives of sixty-eight notable Lutherans of 
pioneer days. 


One Dollar and Fifty Cents 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


Thirteenth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, Penna. 


Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 
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A Gilt-edged Onoestment 


God gives us youth as His. richest treasures, 
And we should make them our treasures also. 


Greetings to The United 
Lutheran Church in America 


To a Church whose interest in the improvement of 
its youth program makes all youth in that Church proud 
of their membership, youth expresses a deep apprecia- 
tion of the concern shown for its needs and interests. 
These young people ask for the prayers of all the mem- 
bers of the Church; especially at this time, when they 
are “Advancing With Christ” in a New Program that 
endeavors to more adequately meet the needs and in- 
terests of youth. The leaders of these young people call 
earnestly on the whole Church for continued coopera- 
tion in the advancement of the program and work of 
youth, as promoted by The Luther League of America, 
the agency designated by The United Lutheran Church 
in America to provide materials, programs, and organiza- 
tions for the youth of the Church. 


As President of The Luther League of America, it 
is my high privilege to greet the Church in convention 
assembled, in the name of the youth of the Church. 
These youth are vitally interested in the whole program 
of the Church. They are concerned with the position 
of their Church on the issues of the day. They are 
deeply appreciative of the efforts being made to em- 
phasize: 


Youth Through The Regional Youth Rallies 


Before and after this convention of the Church all 
the youth of the Church will be called together to re- 
consecrate their lives to the service of 


The Master, Jesus Christ 


Youth’s “Faith in Action” awaits the Church’s 
faith in action as expressed at this convention. It is with 
earnest sincerity that I, together with all other workers 
among these youth of our Church, count you all among 
the friends of youth because you, who represent The 
United Lutheran Church in America, adopted this plan 
for promotion. May all your plans be received with 
the same devotion, consecration, and loyalty. 


President, Luther League of America 
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Immediate Action—Immediate Gifts 


500,000 


NEEDED TO SUSTAIN 
LUTHERAN MISSIONS 


1. What Is The Appeal ? 


It is made by the National Lutheran Council in 
conjunction with the American Section of the 
Lutheran World Convention, for $500,000 to rescue 
the orphaned missions of European Lutheran 
churches from utter abandonment. 


9. What Are These Missions? 


There are about 47 of them—in East, Sotith and 
Central Africa, Madagascar, Palestine, Armenia, 
Syria, Arabia, Greece, India, New Guinea, China, 
Manchuria and Japan. Their staff members total 
over 2000, and their aggregate membership totals 
over 800,000. Their home societies are in Den- 
mark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Germany. 


3. What Will The Money Do? 


It will keep the missionaries alive. Some of them 
are living on ten dollars a month a family, for all 
expenses. It will enable them to keep their native 
workers, on a bare living rate, in order to keep’ 
years of training from going to waste. It will 
buy medical supplies for the hospitals and clinics. 
It will keep open the lines of communication so 
that we can know what is going on. 


4 What Is The Refugee Work ? 


Nearly a thousand cared for up to the present 
time. The need is truly great. 


Why Is It Our Job? 


We are the only Lutheran people in the world 
free to act. It should be our thank-offering, our 
sharing in their sacrifices. The world needs evi- 
dences of the power of the gospel, not only in the 
things done, but in the hearts of the doers. In all 
the acts now being done in the world, this kind is 
the only constructive kind, positive in its founda- 
tions of world peace, brotherly love, and security 
for mankind. It is an appeal of the Church for 
the Church. It is a spiritual task and that belongs 
to the Church. 


The Lutheran Youth of America will come to 
the aid of the Lutheran Youth of the world 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


45 Years Ago 


October 1, 1895 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Washington, D. C. 


Ofb> anpoe 


OCTOBER, 


1940 


20 Years Ago 


October 25, 1920 


Forty-five Years Ago there was no lack of youth movements in the Church, 


but the Church in general knew little about them. They meant much to several groups 
which nurtured them. But all taken together they were not greatly visible. 


Then came Pittsburgh. The first groups got together to consider union—devout 
Srethren all, looking even older than they really were—some bewhiskered, some bald, and 
the unmistakable mark of the preacher on them. In the pictures which still abide, even 
the laymen look ministerial. 


As delegates to the organization convention, they took their tasks and them- 
selves with considerable seriousness, and after some deliberation and persuasion they 
reached an agreement, organized The Luther League of America and prayed that it 
should succeed. 


Well, it did. The fifteen-year predictions of the most optimistic were realized in 
a few years. The organization increased in membership and spiritual power. 


Twenty Years Ago! At the Convention of the Church in Washington, D. C., 


in the report of the Committee on Associations of Young People the following resolu- 
tion was presented: “Resolved, That the United Lutheran Church in America adopt and 
make The Luther League of America its official organization or League for the co- 
ordination and stimulation of its young people’s societies.” The Luther League of America 
already organized with a history of twenty-five years of good work and service to the 
Church, was acknowledged as adaptable to the needs of the youth of the Church. In 
view of this the Church adopted the resolution and gave the Luther League not only its 
blessing but placed a confidence and trust in the organization that would encourage the 
formation of Luther Leagues in the congregations and stimulate them to greater Church 
activity and foster in them the spirit of loyalty to the Church. 


The Luther League has always appreciated the kind parent in its adoption and 
endeavors in every way possible not to betray the confidence and trust which the Church 
has placed in its program and work. 


The Luther League of America still lives, and is exerting a tremendous influence 
among youth in aiding them to “Advance With Christ” in the work of His Church. 


What of the future? Let us stress two facts which we believe the Church of 
today will take into account in its dealings with young people. First, that the Luther 
League grew and flourished largely by being left to its own devices. It was trusted 
and it honored the trust. The second fact grows out of the first. The Luther League it- 
self, produced, one after another, the memorable and valuable features of its evolution. 
They came from the grass roots. Let us keep in mind that the Church has only one 
irreplaceable treasure—its own youth. It can re-stock itself with every other necessity 
but it dare not let its youth go from it. If they go, they leave but emptiness and futility 
in their place. It has no chain but understanding love by which to hold them. They are 
to be the Church’s missionaries—if it is to have any; they are to be its students and 
teachers in the Church School—if it has any; they are to be its workers and its evan- 
gelists and its very life ahead—if these are to be provided. 


The Luther League of America asks your continued help, guidance, cooperation 
and prayers in its “Advance With Christ.” 


PAUL M. KINPORTS, Executive Secretary 
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, a Trusty Shield 


2 CORINTH) == 
jes 
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Reformation 


“Now to the Holy Ghost we raise 

Our prayer, that He will grant, in 
grace, 

The faith to lean on Him, our stay 

Upon life’s dreary, homeward way. 
Have mercy, Lord. 


“O Precious Light, enlighten Thou, 
That Jesus Christ we now may know; 
To Him, our Saviour, faithful prove; 
He leads safe to His home above. 

Have mercy, Lord. 


“Thou dearest Love, Thy grace 
bestow, 

Make Thy pure zeal within us glow; 

Let peace our daily lives surround, 

True faith and love in us abound. 
Have mercy, Lord. 


“Thou gracious Comforter, Thy power 
Bestow on us in life’s last hour; 
When the last enemy would slay, 

Let neither shame nor death dismay. 
Have mercy, Lord.” 


The Voice of Luther 


Great amid the storms 

Stood Luther! 

Greater none in all that proud array at 
Worms, 

Than he, than Luther. 

Purple robe and scarlet stole and mitce, 

Glittering scales of gold-plate armored 
fighter, 

Cardinal cap and princely lording 
frown, 

All the might and pomp of earth got 
forth to drown 

One lone voice— 

But in that voice was awe; 

For in it spoke a million hopes of 
common men, whose voice is law— 

Whose voice he would make law. 

So, for the common man, so stood for 
freedom, 

Calm amid the storm, 

Brave Luther! 

—Lutheran Companion 
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right? 


“Luther opened the minds of the 
people by insisting on the religious 
duty of giving a Christian education 
to every boy and, mark you well, to 
every girl, so that every person can 
be personally sure of God’s Word 
and salvation; and all popular educa- 
tion for 400 years the world over is 
due to the liberty gained by Luther. 


of the 


“Luther opened the ears 
people to hear God speak through the 
Gospel preacher, and every Gospel 
sermon for 400 years the world over 


is due to the 
Luther! 
“Luther picked up preaching from 
the mire in which it had fallen, and 
reinstated it as the central light in 
the house of God,’ says Professor 
Hoppin of Yale, also Dr. M. Cheyne 
Edgar, of Trinity College, Dublin. 


liberty gained by 


“The Bible is like a vast orchard in 
which are planted fruit trees of various 
kinds which all men may pluck; there 
are rich consolation, doctrine, warning, 
tcproof, promise—everything good for 
heart and mind.’’—Martin Luther. 


and Weapon 


There should be no need of a stone-built for- 
tress, no need of weapons of metal to fight the great 
fight of cleansing the world. With God at the head 
of the army, great things can be accomplished. Truly 
did Luther sing, “With might of ours can naught be 
done.” The world has been trying out man’s way of 
setting thing to right. The failure is notable. Only 
with God’s help can we succeed, Are we praying 
earnestly for courage and strength to fight for the 


John Oxenham’s Prayer 


God grant us wisdom in these coming 
days, 

And eyes unsealed, that we clear visions 
see 

Of that new world that He would 
have us build, 

To life’s ennoblement and His high 
ministry. 


God give us sense—God-sense, of 
life’s new needs, 

And souls aflame with new-born 
chivalcies— 

To cope with those black growths that 
foul the ways— 

To cleanse our poisoned founts with 
God-born energies. 


To pledge our souls to nobler, loftier 
life, 

To win the world to His fair sanctities, 

To bind the nations in a pact of peace. 

To free the soul of life for finer 
loyalties. 


Not since Christ died upon His lonely 
cross 

Has time such prospect held of life’s 
new birth; 

Not since the world of chaos first was 
born 

Has man so clearly visaged hope of 
a new earth. 


Not of our own might can we hope 
to rise 

Above the ruts and soilures of the past, 

But, with His help who did the first 
carth build, 

With hearts courageous we may fairer 
build this last.—Ex. 


“Do not worry—it is a thing that 
is fatal to Christian joy. True, it is 
not always easy to shake off such 
thoughts, but if we cast all our cares 
upon Him, they will not gain the 
mastery, for the Lord Jesus, the un- 
conquerable Conqueror, will help.”— 
Martin Luther. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Education 


PREPARING A TOPIC FOR LUTHER 
LEAGUE 
By Robert Kohler 
Anyone with ability to read English, plus a willing 
spirit, can deliver a good topic. Here is a simple method 
that has helped some. It may be of help to you. 


Begin with a simple prayer, asking God’s help. 

With the “Luther League Review,” “Topics Quar- 
terly,’ and “The Lutheran” before you, skim through 
the material rapidly, to get an impression of the whole 
subject. 

Then read paragraph by paragraph, to get a clear 
idea of the different parts. 

Read it through a third time, with a keen eye for 
central thought. 

Now, with the central thought, or aim, clearly in 
mind follow these steps: 


(1) Consult all the Biblical references. Look up 
the other references. If you know a book pertaining to 
your topic, get it and read it. Look in your own, the 
League, church and public libraries. Consult the books 
of the Luther League Reading Course; they -exist to 
help you. The questions for discussion may show you 
certain items of interest. 


(2) If points are not clear to you, or you want more 
help, consult your Educational Secretary, President, or 
Pastor. They are glad to get you material and aid you. 
If you know anyone well-versed in matters related to 
your topic, consult him. If your topic is on Life Serv- 
ice, and you know nurses, doctors, or deaconesses, visit 
them. They want to help. 


(3) Remember that you have a head of your own. 
Use it at all times. Aim for originality and new wavs of 
presenting Christ and His aims to Leaguers. 

(4) Now for the title. Use the given one, or make 
up one of your own, provided it expresses the aim of 
the topic clearly, interestingly, and is easily remembered. 

(5) Are there any facts which should be made 
clear to your hearers? Or any terms? Look them up 
and note them, for they are an important part of your 
topic. 

(6) With the central thought and title in nnnd, 
what are the main points to be covered in order to pre- 
sent your aim clearly? Determine these points, usually 
several in number, and write them down, together with 
your title. This is the outline of your topic. 

(7) The Review and Topics Quarterly give you 
illustrations and quotations of many kinds. Use them 
where they fit naturally and easily with a main point, 
or drive home an idea. Did you read or hear anything 
recently that pertains to your topic? Look it up. Did 
you read a poem or quotation, or sing a song or hymn 
which would clear up a point? Use it. 


OCTOBER, 1940 


How to Prepare a Topic 
Book Review 


(8) Now fill in your outline in an easy, straight- 
forward manner. Let one thing suggest the next. Start 
with your title, define any terms that need it, and you are 
off! Use your own views, in your own language. The 
printed matter is only for you to buitd on. Write out 
your topic, following the outline, so that you will have 
something to study for presentation. Your conclusion 
may be an idea covering the topic, or a brief review. 
But it should be short, sum up the topic, and drive 
home the main point for the last time. 


Finally, a few words on presenting the topic before 
your League. 

Reading your topic is extremely bad form. Memo- 
rize your topic, so that you can look at and talk to your 
audience. If you must have an aid, use only your brief 
outline. 

Be serious, yet joyful in what you are saying. It is 
good news and has value. Be yourself, natural and sin- 
cere, and talk in a voice loud enough to be heard by all 
present. 


Believe what you have to say, say it, and sit down! 
A good topic length is about 12 minutes. Aim for it, 
but do not lose freshness and interest by dawdling. Say 
the best things you can, as well as you can, close and 
sit down. 


BOOK REVIEW 


“The Fun Encyclopedia”—E. O. Harbin 
This book will prove a valuable addition to your 
Luther League library. Itis the most complete book of 
games, stunts, party plans and other activities that has 
been offered for a long time. 


This book contains twenty-one chapters covering 
over a thousand pages, just full of the kind of suggestions 
you have been looking for, to use after a League meet- 
ing, or for one of the big socials of the year; parties to 
which the entire congregation might be invited; parties 
for some of the younger members of the congregation, 
all have found place in this huge volume of entertain- 
ment. Yes, it has a chapter dealing with out-door 
games; it has a chapter on dramatics, and what Luther 
League group doesn’t at some time or other, want to 
know something about dramatics; it has suggestions for 
seasonal parties and general parties; a chapter on being 
a good hostess; and so many others, that we just can’t 
mention them all here. You'll have to get a copy of the 
book, and read it for yourself to get the full benefit of 
it. Yes, there is even a chapter devoted to banquets, how 
to plan them, what kind to have, and many, many other 
helpful suggestions. | 


‘We commend it highly to you for use in the social 
program of your Luther League.—C. S. 
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Invitations 

Small correspondence cards may be used, and flower 
stickers, or other appropriate stickers placed in the cor- 
ner, depending on the season of the year when the party 
is being held, and the emphasis being used throughout 
the decorations. Your own wording may be used. This 
could be used to celebrate your own birthday (that of 
the League), or the birthday of any individual in the 
League, or of many individuals having had birthdays 
during a prescribed time. 

Decorations 

These should be planned in accordance with the 
season of the year in which the party is held. For in- 
stance, if the party is in October, use something that is 
appropriate for October or the Fall of the year and not 
spring flowers. For this month, September, try to carry 
out a color scheme which suggests Fall, such as brown 
and orange, or add a touch of green. 

Birthday Mixer 

Each guest is given a piece of paper and a pencil. 
He must go from one person to the other asking the 
name, address and the day, month and year of their 
birth. A time limit is given on this, which should depend 
on the number of guests. If the number of guests is 
small, very little time should be allowed. The papers 
are then collected and the person having secured the 
largest number of names and addresses and birthdays, 
is declared the winner. A prize may be given if you 
desire. A Birthday Book would make an appropriate 
prize. 

Getting the Most Out of “Happy Birthday” 

Slips of paper are given out with the words “Happy 
Birthday” typed at the top. This also will need a time 
limit, perhaps fifteen minutes, and each guest is to see 
how many words can be made from the words “Happy 
Birthday.” Both words may be combined, that is the 
word “pit” could be found using the “p” from “happy” 
and the “it” from “Birthday.” The person making the 
longest list might also receive a prize. Perhaps a nice 
calendar could be used. 

Birthday Greetings To You 

Guests form a circle, and one person has been se- 
lected to be it. This person stands in the center of the 
circle and points a finger at one of those sitting in the 
circle, and says, “Birthday Greetings to you.” That 
person must respond, “Thank you, same to you,” before 
the person who is it has finished saying his part. If the 
person who is it points to someone but does not say 
anything and the guest in the circle responds anyway, 
he is immediately it. If he does not answer “Thank you, 
same to you,” in time, he also becomes it. 

Birthday Candle Relay 

Arrange group into teams, the size of the teams de- 
pending on the number of guests present. These guests 
line up at one end of the room. At the opposite end of 
the room have as many tables as persons, or one long 
table that will accommodate all of the groups competing. 
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Birthday Party 


By Esther 


Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz 


On these tables have a lighted candle for each of the 
teams. The contestants must run forward, one from each 
team at a time, light a candle which they have in their 
hands, from the lighted one on the table, and run back 
to the second person in their team. He must blow out 
the candle, hand it to the next runner and he in turn 
must do the same thing—run forward, light the candle 
and return to the next player. If the candle should go 
out, each player must run back to the table and relight 
it before returning to his team. 
How Many Do You Know? 

Have slips of paper with all of the birthstones and 
flowers most commonly known scrambled. For instance, 
don’t start the list with Snowdrop, which is January, but 
place the flower for July or some other month first. The 
same applies to the birthstone. Opposite each of these 
have the guests write the name of the month which these 
represent. You can find these in almost any dictionary, 
encyclopedia, birthday book, almanac and many other 
places. 

A Stunt For Your Birth Month 

Have the guests divide into groups representing 
the months in which they were born, for instance, all 
those born in January together, February together, etc. 
Tt does not make any difference if one group is larger 
than the other. Each group must perform some stunt 
appropriate to the month which they represent. As an 
example, those representing June might have a wedding, 
since June seems to be the month of weddings; or July 
something patriotic. Do this for as many months as 
are represented. 

Famous Dates, Other Than Birthdates 

For each team selected, and these teams should be 
of even size, arrange two sets of small cards, numbered 
from zero to 9. The leader then calls out an important 
event in history, such as Discovery of America. The 
persons in each team holding the cards 1, 4, 9 and 2, 
(and only one person from each team should respond, 
although there are two of each number) must run for- 
ward and arrange themselves in the right order as: 1492. 
Should the important event be, Beginning of Reforma- 
tion, it would be necessary for the two persons holding 
the cards with one on it to respond, as the date is 1517. 
The team forming the correct formation first wins. Care 
should be exercised when selecting the dates that there 
are not more than two of any number in the answer. 

Refreshments 

For refreshments, of course, you must have cake. 
If it is a large group, and the birthday is that of the 
group perhaps you could serve cup cakes with one 
candle on each cup cake. If it is a smaller group and 
the birthday is that of an individual, a large cake with 
the customary candles on it would be proper. With this 
you may wish to serve ice cream, which makes a real 
birthday party, or perhaps hot chocolate or coffee. Be- 
fore serving the refreshments, have the entire group sing 
“Happy Birthday To You.” 
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LIFE SERVICE 


MARY HEIL HAMMERSLA 


“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.” 


INCE Life Service is the joy- 
ie) ous investment of life in the 

building of the Kingdom of 
God among men, we choose as the 
pattern for our development, the life 
of Jesus. Before we, the Life Serv- 
ice Secretaries, can “be about our 
Father’s business,’ we must pledge 
ourselves to wholehearted service and 
its responsibilities—for it is our task 
to create in each individual an ap- 
preciation of the value of life, to di- 
rect the thoughts of Leaguers to the 
worth of a God-planned life and to 
inspire those with talents to enter the 
Ministry, the Diaconate, Mission 
Field, Parish Work or some other 
form of full-time Christian work. As 
“Jesus increased in wisdom and stat- 
ure and in favor with God and man,” 
we strive also to: 


@ Increase in Wisdom by: 


1. Learning of His plan for us 
through the inspired Word of 
God, the Bible. 

2. Studying His rules for good liv- 
ing as outlined in the Ten 
Commandments. 

3. Acquainting ourselves with the 
program and methods of the 
Life Service Department of 
The Luther League of Ameri- 
ca through: 

A. Life Service literature and 
Luther League Review 

. Life Service books, pam- 

phlets and pageants 
. Life Service Covenant 
Card 

. Life Service Study 
Classes 

. Departmental 
Conferences 

. Life Service studies in 
art, literature, poetry 
and music 

4. Educating ourselves in the struc- 
ture of the Church and its re- 
lationship to the work of the 
Life Service Department. 

5. Absorbing the experiences and 
teachings of those persons al- 
ready in full-time Christian 
service. 


leaf ere, Mesh ge] ma lo 


@ Increase in Stature by: 


1. Improving ourselves physically, 
mentally and morally through: 
A. Clean living 
B. Clean speech 
C. Clean sportsmanship 
D. Clean scholarship 
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Advancing 


Luther League of America 


TO ADVANCE 


WITH CHRIST 


Youth 
Youth 
Youth 
Youth 
Youth 


must be honest! 
must be pure! 

must be unselfish! 
must have love! 
must follow Christ! 


Youth advances in the footsteps 
of the Master, for only by this can 
youth follow surely and steadily 
in the paths that lead to the King- 
dom of God. 


@ Increase in Favor with 
God by: 
1. Entering into full-time Life Serv- 
ice Callings of the Church as: 
A. The Ministry 
B. The Diaconate 
C. Parish Work 
D. Mission Field 


2. Serving the Church as volunteer 
workers in the: 

. Sunday School 

. Bible School 

Choir 

. Office 

. Children’s Church 

. Mission School 

. Welfare Division 


3. Daily Bible Reading and Prayer. 


ANH OW D> 


4. Attending Church regularly. 


Man by: 

1. Serving humanity as: 
A. Doctors 
B. Nurses 
C. Lawyers 
D. Social Service Workers 
E. Teachers 
F. Scientists 

2. Giving: 
A. Plays 
B. Teas 
C. Food Sales 
D. Banquets for Parents 
E. Picnics 
F. Parties 

© We Render Life Service by: 
1. Conducting devotional programs 
and carol sings in: 

A. Hospitals 

B. Jails 

C. County Homes 

D. Homes of Shut-ins 
2. Distributing to others: 

A. Greeting Cards 

B. Sermonettes 

C. Bulletins and Tracts 

D. Church Envelopes 

E. Flowers 

F. Gifts 

G. Scrap Books 

H. Thanksgiving Baskets 

3. Contributing to Welfare Agen- 
cies, Leper Colonies, Red 
Cross Drives, etc. 

4. Assisting in Scouting and Play- 
ground activities. 

5. Collecting toys for City and 
Church Toy Missions. 

6. Establishing a Life Service Fund 
to help the needy and unfor- 
tunate members of our League 
and Church. 

7. Honoring, on the Roll of Chris- 
tian Service, Leaguers who 
have rendered unusual and 
outstanding Christian service. 

8. Recognizing on College Rostra, 
those Leaguers away at 
school. 

9. Observing the first Sunday in 
May as Life Service Sunday. 

10. Presenting Life Service Pro- 
grams periodically to the 
League and Congregation. 

11. Organizing within our Congre- 
gation, a Youth Counselling 
Bureau. 

12. Consecrating to Christ’s Church 


@ Increase in Favor with 


a part of our time, money, 
talent, prayer and service. 
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Our First Missionary Project Becomes a Reality 


The Administration Building of Andhra Christian College is under way 


HE First Financial Missionary Project of The 

Luther League of America was adopted at the 

16th Biennial Convention of The Luther 

League of America, held in Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, July 7-9, 1925, with a goal of $25,000.00 for the 
bi-ennium. At the 17th Biennial Convention of The 
Luther League of America, held in Salisbury, North 
Carolina, July 2-5, 1927, a check to the amount of 
$30,000.00 was presented to The Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions representing the goal of $25,000.00 with an over- 
subscription of $5,000.00. ‘““The Luther League Way is 
the Over-Subscription Way.” 

The Board of Foreign Missions has kept faith with 
the Youth of the Church and has kept intact these funds 
for the erection of the Administration Building of Andhra 
Christian College in Guntur, India, which is now in the 
process of erection. 

The views on this page show the progress of work 
being done on the Administration Building and the com- 
pleted building known as “Heyer Hall.” From the re- 
port of The Board of Foreign Missions we have received 
the following information relative to the work being 
done to fully realize the First Missionary Project. 


Perhaps the most outstanding event of the year 
was the dedication of the new Heyer and Nobel Halls, 
dormitories for the Christian young men who attend the 
college. These buildings stand as a silent witness to the 
indefatigable labor of Dr. J. C. Finefrock, who, for the 
past year has acted solely as the Mission Builder. 

As the College passes the mid-year scholastic term, 
a fine new Administration Building and Assembly Hall 
are being built. The ground-breaking for this new build- 
ing has taken place and work is proceeding under the 
supervision of Dr. J. C. Finefrock. It will supply a much 
needed building for the centralization of college admin- 
istration; it will also realize the dreams and purposes of 
those who gave the funds which are making this build- . 
ing possible. The Luther League of America in one of 
its biennial Foreign Mission objectives made this admin- 
istration building for Andhra Christian College its goal. 
Now, after years of waiting, during which time the final 
location of the college was being discussed, the accom- 
plishment of this purpose will soon be a reality. With 
this added first-class equipment, the College will be able 
to meet all competition and to maintain the high stand- 
ard which should be the goal of every Christian College. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Luther League s nterest 
‘n The Children of the Church 


By Rev. William J. Ducker 


Is The Luther League of America interested in The 
Children of the Church? The direct and unqualified 
answer to that straight question can be given in one 
word, “yes.” There are two reasons for this answer in 
the affirmative. 

First, The Luther League of America has a deep 
and abiding interest in The Children of the Church be- 
cause this program for the children of The United 
Lutheran Church in America is an agency of that gen- 
eral body to which it is related as an auxiliary. The 
Luther League’s first loyalty as an organization is to 
the Church of which it is a part. It is, has been, and 
must always be, “Of the Church, By the Church, For 
the Church,” if it is to remain true to its original pur- 
pose. 

Both The Children of the Church and The Luther 
League of America sustain an official relationship to 
the United Lutheran Church. The first named owes its 
very existence to the action of the Church in a recent 
convention (Columbus, 1936). Though The Luther 
League of America dates from 1895, it became the off- 
cial young people’s organization of the United Lutheran 
Church very early in the latter’s corporate life, namely, 
at its second bi-ennial convention, Washington, D. C., 
1920. Ever since that time the Luther League has con- 
tinuously and increasingly striven to be a true helper 
of the Church. 

In addition to this relationship to the United Luth- 
eran Church, the one by generation and the other by 
adoption, these agencies have a definite relationship to 
each other by virtue of the sphere of their service. The 
Children of the Church confines its beneficent work of 
Christian education to those from nursery years up to 
twelve years of age, the age-groups covered by the 
period of childhood. Similarly, the Luther League con- 
fines its program to the youth of the congregations. 
There is, therefore, no room for competition between 
them and every reason for genuine cooperation. 

The second reason for the Luther League’s deep 
and abiding interest in The Children of the Church is 
the fact that its own program is planned to begin with 
the boys and girls when they have completed the work 
of The Children of the Church. Participation in the 
program of the latter age-group should prepare for ac- 
tive membership in the Luther League, first, as Inter- 
mediates (Ages 12, 13, 14 years), then as Seniors (Ages 
15, 16, 17 years), then as Young People (Ages 18 years 
and over). The Luther League will be largely depend- 
ent upon The Children of the Church as a fruitful source 
for the recruiting of its ranks. In turn the Luther League 
is ready and anxious to make its program of worship, 
study, service and fellowship available to all the young 
people of every congregation of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, actually beginning that program with 
the graduates from The Children of the Church. 
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Won't you give The Children of the Church and 
the Luther League a chance to be of service to the chil- 
dren and young people of your congregation? They both 
crave the opportunity for service. If you have The 
Children of the Church and now make no provision for 
their continued instruction on the youth level, please 
make a beginning with the program of the Luther 
League for Intermediates. 


Luther | eaguers Everywhere! 


We are asking for your loyal cooperation toward 
newspaper and radio publicity for the news of the 
conventions of the Women’s Missionary Society 
at Des Moines and that of the United Lutheran 
Church and the Brotherhood at Omaha. 


Please Act at Once! 


Write or phone or interview your local newspaper 
editor and your favorite radio station saying that 
you hope to be able to read or hear news reports 
from the three conventions and that many of your 
friends will have the same desire. 


Dak ou! 


W. H. GREEVER 
Co kon eG Lay, 
A, Rk. NAUS 

EE, W. RUPP 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Publicity Committee 


Promotion Packets 


containing literature for the three age-group 
set-up have been senf to all pastors and State 
and Synodical League ofhcers and to all local 
League Presidents and Intermediate Superin- 


tendents. If you did not receive a packet for 
your League, such packet will be sent on 
request. Write to: 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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THREATENING HURRICANES 


Hurricanes are one of a group of storms that go 
under the general name of cyclones, all of which are 
whirlwinds with the wind blowing in a circular move- 
ment around a central core or axis. The smallest member 


of the family, the baby, is the little dust whirlwind 
sometimes seen on a hot day near a sireet corner. This, 
of course, is not a storm, but its mode of operation is 
the same. The next member of the family is the desert 
whirlwind, or dust-devil, similar to the baby but larger 
and more vigorous. The next one is the waterspout, 
which is the dust-devil gone to sea. The fourth member 
is the tornado. This is a small storm, but one of great 
violence. It is seldom more than 100 yards in diameter 
and its path not often more than 30 miles long. The 
fifth and largest member of the family is the hurricane, 
which may have a diameter varying from 100 to 300 miles 
and travel entirely around the globe. 

In the Pacific the hurricane is known as the ty- 
phoon, and in the Indian ocean it takes the family name, 
the cyclone. 


The hurricane is born on the sea, and most of its 
life is spent on the sea, though it sometimes passes in- 


land if land happens to be in its path. When this occurs 
it brings destruction and often death. 

Recently one of these destructive hurricanes swept 
the southeastern section of our country. Warning of its 
approach was given over the radio, and those living at 
the ocean resorts urged to return to the cities. Every- 
one sprang into action. Shutters were closed and in 
some cases nailed, exposed places protected, boats an- 
chored more securely, flowers brought in, and possible 
leaky window frames reinforced. 

Deliberate, planned, thoughtful action on the part 
of everyone for the protection of life and property. 

Watchful and constantly on the alert for new dangers, 
the hurricane does not permit one to sleep; but when 
all is done, the Christian leaves the final outcome in the 
hands of the Almighty God. 

So it is when the hurricanes of worldly isms and 
false religions threaten the souls of the youth of our 
Church. We need preparation, constant and alert action 
to protect them from these threatening dangers. 

The Luther League of America is one of the Agen- 
cies that the Church has provided to protect its youth 
from these dangerous hurricanes of life. Its budget is 
partly dependent upon the gifts made to its Sustaining 
Membership Fund by Leaguers, Leagues and friends 
of youth. 

A $1.00 Contributing Membership or a $5.00 or more 
Sustaining, Alumni, Gift or Memorial Membership will 
help reinforce the leaky places of the Luther League 
budget. Will you help by your gifts, to bring in the 
youth, the flowers of the Church, into the protecting 
shelter of the Church? 

Whirling, rushing, mighty winds are abroad in the 
world today, threatening the destruction of our young 
people. Give to the Sustaining Membership Fund. Do 
your share by “Advancing With Christ” in Action, and 
aid in the protection of our youth from the hurricanes 


of life. MILDRED. GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Committee 


Intermediate, Senior and Young People’s Topics 


Leaders of the Devotional Meetings will need the following materials: 


Seniors and Young People 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW and 
LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


Intermediates 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW and 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY HELPS 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR OCTOBER, 1940 


October 6, 1940 
GOD’S LAW 
Exodus 20 :1-21 
(Rev. Charles K. Fegley, Weehawken, N. J.) 

The laws which fill so many books on the shelves 
of our lawyer friends are the rules and regulations 
which men have made to enable themselves to get along 
comfortably and satisfactorily with their fellowmen. 


Ten 


When all of them are analyzed, it is found that they are 
just the wider applications of the ten great laws for 
human conduct which God gave to His Chosen People 
at Mt. Sinai very, very long ago. 

It is well for us Intermediates, before whom Life is 
beginning to open wider doors of experience and duty, 
to look at the basis of all law—God’s Law. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


So before we look into this subject further, let us 
bow our heads and our hearts in prayer: 


Our dear Heavenly Father, Who hast given us pre- 
vious guides to holy and happy life, we beseech Thee 
now to open our eyes that we may behold wondrous 
things out of Thy Law. Make us glad for life and teach 
us how to use it. Make us glad for duty and give us 
strength to do it. Strengthen our wills to accept and 
practice what is right and good, ever more thoroughly 
day by day by the power and merit of our Saviour, 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 


Why God Gave Laws 

The first thing to be marked, as we turn to consider 
God’s Laws, is that most men have an entirely wrong 
idea of why God has given us laws. They look upon 
laws as being the things which a dictator requires men 
to do just for his own satisfaction and to show his con- 
trol of men. Those of us who have been in the pastor’s 
catechetical class know, and those who soon will enter 
it will learn, that God has given us the Ten Command- 
ments to enable us ‘‘to have life and to have it more 
abundantly.” 


Uses For God’s Laws 
The catechism points out that there are three uses 
for laws, especially for those which God has given us: 
They are, indeed, meant “to restrain wicked men;” but 
they are meant also to accomplish two other things: “To 
convince us of sin and our need of a Saviour,” and “To 
be a rule and guide to Christian Life.” 
It is this latter use of the laws which God gave and 
Jesus showed men how to use that we want to consider 
together. 


Aids To a Christian Life 

It seems that God’s Spirit has guided the leaders 
of boys and girls of our age to help us understand the 
purpose and value of a series of guides to right living 
by inaugurating the Boy Scout and the Girl Scout Move- 
ments. And now the Church itself, through the Luther 
League leaders, comes to us to help still further and to 
guard us against the wrong understanding and practice 
of life in these topsy-turvy days in which we are growing 
up to manhood and womanhood. 


Putting Laws Into Practice 

The laws which the Scout recited for us just a few 
moments ago are their rules and guides for ‘“Scoutlike 
living.’ The Ten Commandments, which one of our 
catechumens recited, are for our guidance in Christian 
living. No one man or woman made the Scouting laws. 
No one person is holding each Scout to a strict account 
as to the ways in which he keeps them. He is urged to 
make the points of the Scout Law a part of himself, so 
that he does not always have to be saying the law to be 
reminded of how to conduct himself. And his advance- 
ment in Scouting depends, not upon the testimony of a 
pastor, parents, teachers, and scoutmaster to the effect 
—‘We have made him keep the Scout Laws;” but rather 
upon a statement—‘We have observed that Scout so- 
and-so is living the Scout Law in his daily life in the 
home, the school, the church, and the troop.” 

These guides which God gave to Moses for Israel 
and for all men, tell us what ways of thinking and act- 
ing toward Him we ought to make “second nature” to 
ourselves, and also what ways of dealing with our par- 
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ents and superiors, our neighbors and friends ought to 
“come naturally” to us day by day in all our associa- 
tions with other persons. And the question of how 
nearly we are living up to these standards is one which 
our parents, pastors, teachers, and friends are constantly 
noting. So often we hear the statement that someone 
does not want to be a Christian because all the so- 
called Christians have done such utterly mean things to 
him and have not lived up to what they professed. So 
you see Christian life, as Scouting life, is judged by the 
degree to which we put the laws into practice. 


Helps Along The Way 

In Scouting, I understand, the Scoutmaster just 
keeps helping each of his Scouts to live up to his Scout 
Oath and Law by pointing out where he failed and by 
urging him to get a better grip on it all through watch- 
ful living. Older Scouts also help the younger ones. 

We have much of the same kind of help toward 
keeping God’s Law; for our parents, our pastor and our 
church school teachers are anxious to have us keep in 
mind a strong desire such as is expressed in the hymn 
which I have asked a Leaguer to read for us at this 
time. (Have someone read “I Would Be True,” No. 
225 in the Church School Hymnal for Youth, Westmin- 
ster Press, Philadelphia.) 


How Jesus Helps 

Yet, with all this human help, we all fall far short 
of the best standards of the law which have been ac- 
cepted and acknowledged. In our Christian lives this 
is especially true. When we come to realize that “I 
cannot by my own reason or strength’ do all that God 
and fellowman expect of me, I come to experience the 
second use of “The Law;” I am convinced of sin and I 
feel the need of someone to “make good” for me. Our 
comrades and associates in life may be rather ready to 
“give us the benefit of the doubt” and to judge us by 
lower standards than they should; but God cannot let 
down the fine standard He has set up for the good of all 
men. So if He is to forgive us, or to accept us “Christian 
indeed,” someone must “make good” for us, filling up 
what is lacking in us by doing it for us. That is what 
Jesus does for us. And it is only when we allow Him to 
stand in our stead by confessing Him as our Saviour 
that we really are Christians. 


Following Him 

But we must not make the mistake of thinking that 
we can let Jesus attend to all our practice of the law. 
Just as the new Scout has the Eagle Scouts of the Troop 
as examples of what a Scout should be at his best, and 
so endeavors to copy the ways and deeds of the older 
boy, so, too, we have Jesus as our Example of how 
human beings can be true Christians. Therefore, out of 
this study of God’s Law, let us come to make a decision 
that we will try our best, by His Help, to “live the 
Jesus’ Way,” 


October 13, 1940 
THE CHRISTIAN MOTTO, SIGN, AND 
CEREMONIES 
John 13:34, 35 
(E. Fred Sievert, New Haven. Connecticut) 
“A new commandment I give unto you, ‘That ye 
love one another as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. 
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“By this shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples if ye have love one to another.” 


The Christian Motto 
The motto of any group or organization should be 
truly representative of the aims and the principles of 
that organization. The Christian motto is “Love One 
Another.” How does this truly represent Christian prin- 
ciples and aims? This is answered in the Word of God, 
in the Gospel of St. John, Chapter 3, verse 106: 


“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


Jesus Lived The Motto 

Christ came into the world because of the Love of 
God for us. He came to show us the way to the King- 
dom of God and the way he showed us is the way of 
love. It is not sufficient that God loves us, but we must 
love Him, too—and also love one another. When He 
was asked which was the greatest of the laws, Jesus re- 
plied, “Thou shalt love the Lord Thy God with all Thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind and 
thy neighbor as thyself.” Love for all is the base of 
the commandments. Not love for our friends or those of 
whom we expect something in return, but love for all 
men, for every person is a soul in the sight of God—a 
soul to be saved, not by fear, force or any other means, 
but by love. We cannot love God and hate men, for 
“inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


Love Our Enemies 

Jesus commanded us to love our enemies. It is not 
easy to love our enemies, those who do evil to us, cause 
us suffering, hate us and despise us. He promises us 
salvation for those who continue in love and by the ex- 
ample of His own deeds and teachings showed us the 
way of love by His life here on earth. 

It took an unbounded love for Christ to pray, 
“Father forgive them for they know not what they do,” 
at the time that the ones for whom He was praying 
were torturing Him, causing Him such suffering and 
humiliation. He did not want revenge, He was praying 
that they might receive salvation. 


The Sign of a Christian 
What indication is there that a man is a Christian? 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples if ye have love one to another.” This unbounded 
love within the heart of a man, seen in his way of life, 
distinguishes him from other men, sets him apart as a 
Christian. If all other commandments of God are kept 
but we have not love, we are “become as sounding 
brass.” There is no value to our worship, education, 
faith, sacrifice or preaching, unless we show by our 

lives that we have love one to another. 


Love in Word 

You have often heard it said that “actions speak 
louder than words.” The statement rings true but 
better still it is to have both words and actions speak 
of your love for your heavenly Father. Do you sit 
silently through the beautiful services of your church 
which offer loving praise to our God? Do you faintly 
mumble our glorious hymns instead of singing with a 
heart overflowing in grateful devotion? Have you thought 


Twelve 


that your reverent participation in the services of God’s 
House might draw nearer to God some other worshiper? 


Do you ever tell your friends that you know Jesus 
loves you and that you love Him, too? Not in light, 
frivolous chatter would you speak of your devotion; 
no, for the deep beliefs of our Christian life are not to 
be held up for ridicule and jest. However, boys and 
girls do converse about their religion and their church 
activities so your earnest expression of your love of 
your gracious Father may help another boy or girl in 
spiritual growth. 


Love in Deed 
What busy lives we lead! How a day flies by! How 
many of your activities are for self—how many for 
others? Do you see the many little helpful things you 
may do to help mother and dad—and do them? Or do 
you give only grudging help at home? Do you smile 
with the new pupil in your class who feels so strange 
and alone? Do you have a cheery greeting for your 
teacher and for your older friends? Do you have friend- 
ly chats with the girl whose clothes aren’t as nice as 
yours and do you show consideration for that boy whose 
leg is crippled? Do you speak only the good things 
about the girls and boys whose social set is not yours? 
Do you give of your talent on programs to entertain the 
elderly and afflicted ones in institutions? Do you share 
your allowance with the unfortunate and suffering when 

the church calls for help? Do you? 


Limitless Love 

How much should we love? Should there be any 
limit? Christ said, “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends.” But you 
may not be called upon to lay down your life for your 
friends. God may give you a life of many years. Fill 
them with acts of kindness and love for all mankind. 
Be happy to serve in small ways. Jesus Himself said, 
“And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose 
his reward.” (Matthew 10:42) Prove yourself a disciple 
of Christ by living the Christian motto, “Love one 
another.” 


God’s Gift To Us 

God’s boundless love to us is shown in many ways 
and there are two ceremonies in which we receive His 
greatest blessings. These two ceremonies of our Church 
are actual means of grace; that is, they are channels 
through which spiritual gifts are brought to us. These 
ceremonies of the New Testament are the Sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, both instituted by 
Christ Himself. 


What is baptism? Luther said, “Baptism is not 
simply water, but it is the water used according to God’s 
command and connected with God’s Word.” Why should 
every person be baptized? Peter declared, “Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins.” (Acts 2:38) What promise 
has been joined to Baptism? Jesus said, “He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:16) 

Gracious blessings God gives us in the Lord’s Sup- 
per. As we approach the Lord’s Table, we should pray, 
“God be merciful to me, a sinner.’ We come believing 
that the shed blood of Jesus is our one hope of salvation. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


We earnestly desire to forsake our sins and follow more 
closely the sinless example of Jesus. And in the sacra- 
ment itself we receive the assurance that we are recon- 
ciled and united with God through the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, our personal Saviour. A joyous message 
is proclaimed to the believer as the minister declares to 
the penitent “the entire forgiveness of all your sins.” 
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THE LUTHERAN BADGE 
I Corinthians 2:2 

(Rev. Richard Wolf,, Plymouth, Ohio) 
“In Days of Old” 


There is a song which starts this way, “In days of 
old, when knights were bold.” Those were the days of 
brave knights and fair ladies and each knight had his 
own coat-of-arms to show who he was and for what he 
stood. This coat-of-arms was a shield on which figures 
of animals, birds and flowers were carved. 

Each of these figures had its own meaning and when 
placed together they gave the coat-of-arms a special 
meaning. A lion meant courage, a white lily showed 
purity and a Bible was the mark of holiness. So if you 
saw on a coat-of-arms a lion guarding a white lily which 
was growing out of a Bible, you would know that the 
knight to whom the coat-of-arms belonged stood for 
purity built on holiness protected by courage. 

Skilled workers carved these coats-of-arms and col- 
ored them brightly. Sometimes they carved them on 
rings and then they were called “seals.’”’ When the seal 
was pressed into melted wax, it became the signature 
of the knight to whom it belonged. 


The Luther Coat-of-Arms 

Hans Luther, who was Martin Luther’s father, had 
a cross bow and two roses for his coat-of-arms and seal. 
Martin did not like this seal for it did not show what he 
stood for in his own life. So in 1517, when he was 
twenty-four years old, he chose as his seal a rose with 
a heart in the center and in the center of the heart a 
cross. 

Later he added a background or “feld” as it was 
called, of sky-blue and a circle of gold. The cross was 
black, the heart red and the rose white. So the full seal 
was a black cross in a red heart within a white rose on 
a field of blue circled by a band of gold. 


The Meaning of the Luther Coat-of-Arms 

Luther explained his coat-of-arms to a friend in a 
letter. He wrote: “You tell me I shall please you by 
explaining the meaning of what you see engraved upon 
my seal. I proceed, therefore, to acquaint you with what 
I have had engraved on it, as a symbol of my faith. 
First, there is a black cross in the center of a heart. 
This cross is to remind me that faith in the Crucified is 
our salvation. Whosoever believes in Him with all his 
soul is justified. The Cross is black to signify mortifica- 
tion, the troubles through which the Christian must 
pass. The heart, however, preserves its natural color, 
for the cross neither changes nature nor kills it; the 
cross gives life. The heart is placed on a white rose, 
it indicates that faith gives consolation, joy and peace; 
the rose is white, not red, because it is not the joy and 
peace of this world, but that of the angelic spirits. White 
is the color of spirits and angels. The rose is in an 
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azure field, to show that this joy of the spirit and the 
faith is a beginning of that celestial happiness which 
awaits us, of which we already have a foretaste in the 
hope which we enjoy of it, but the consummation of 
which is yet to come. In the azure field you see a circle 
of pure gold, to indicate that the felicity of heaven is 
everlasting, and as superior to every other joy, all other 
good, as gold is to all other metals.” 


Luther’s seal stood for his faith in Jesus which was 
the most important thing in his life. He knew that we 
are saved from our sins by our faith in Jesus who died 
on the Cross. 


Our Coat-of-Arms, Too 
We are the followers of Martin Luther. We believe 
as he did in the importance of Jesus and the Cross. Since 
his seal stood for his faith, it stands for our faith, too. 
The coat-of-arms of Martin Luther has become the 
badge of the Lutheran Church. 


The Cross 
We who wear this badge must give the Cross a 
place in our hearts so that Jesus who forgives our sins 
will have first place in our lives. It is a black cross be- 
cause Jesus suffered and died on it for us. Its black 
color reminds us that Christians still may be called to 
suffer and die for their faith as did Jesus. 


The Heart 

We find the cross in the center of a red heart. The 
heart is the center of life, without its blood we could 
not live. But we also think of the heart as the center 
of all goodness. When we mean a thing we say, “it 
comes from the heart.’ Red is the color of life and the 
heart is red to show that it is a living heart for the 
Cross gives true life to our hearts. Some hearts are 
dead in sin, but ours must be alive in Jesus. 


The Rose 
The heart stands in a white rose. As red is the color 
of life, so white is the color of heaven. On Mother’s 
Day those of us whose mothers are living wear red 
flowers but those of us whose mothers have gone to 
heaven wear white flowers. The rose is the flower of 
joy and happiness, peace and love. The white rose, 
therefore, says that our joy and happiness, peace and 
love are heavenly, holy and pure. 


The Sky-Blue Field and Gold Band 

Our joy and happiness, peace and love in this life 
are only a small part of what we shall have in heaven. 
The white rose is placed in a sky-blue field to show 
this and to remind us that heaven promises us still 
greater joy and happiness, peace and love. Around this 
blue background runs a circle of gold. In Luther’s day 
gold was the most precious of all metals, and so this 
gold band tells us that the joys of heaven are just as 
much better than the joys that we now have as gold is 
better than the other metals. And these joys are held in 
by a circle in which there is no break through which 
they can escape. Therefore, our badge tells us that these 
joys are everlasting and cannot be lost. 


We Who Wear This Badge 
We Lutherans who wear this badge tell everyone 
who sees us wearing it that we stand for what jit means. 
We promise to keep Jesus and His Cross in the center 
of our lives. We agree to give our hearts to Him and 
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live for Him. We are going to find our happiness and 
joy in Christian living. And we know that if we do 
these things, then still greater joy is waiting for us in 
heaven. As we wear our Lutheran Badges let us never 
forget that this is what they mean. 


October 27, 1940 


CROSSING AMERICA—LUTHERANS 
ALL THE WAY 
Acts 11:19-26 
(Rev. F. P. Cauble, Ph.D., East Gastonia, N. C.) 


Introduction 

Before we go on an imaginary trip around the world 
to see and learn more about the missions of our Church 
in other lands, it will be a good idea for us to “see 
America first” and make a study of the people called 
Lutherans here in the United States. If we expect to 
take a look at all the Lutherans in America, it will be 
necessary for us to travel thousands of miles through 
every state in the union, because our Church is spread 
throughout all the forty-eight states. Just as the Church 
in New Testament days was “scattered abroad,” so 
American Lutherans are scattered over the entire length 
and breadth of our country. We find Lutherans all 
along the way as we travel across America. 


Beginning Our Trip 

We shall use New England as the starting point for 
our trip across America. On our journey through New 
England we do not see very many Lutheran churches. 
Great numbers of Lutheran people did not come to this 
northeast portion of the United States in the early days 
of our country and they have never become numerous 
there since that time. Only about two hundred of our 
churches are located in these six small states. Most of 
them are congregations connected with the American 
Lutheran Conference and the Synodical Conference. 


New York 

Leaving New England behind, we enter the large, 
thickly-populated “Empire State,’ the State of New 
York. Scandinavian and German Lutherans came to 
New Amsterdam (now New York) with the Dutch col- 
onists and a Lutheran congregation was formed on 
Manhattan Island in 1648. The First Lutheran Church 
at Albany was founded in 1644 and claims to be the 
oldest Lutheran Church in continuous existence in 
America. The great City of New York is now a promi- 
nent Lutheran center. Here are the headquarters of the 
National Lutheran Council and The United Lutheran 
Church in America, the largest body of Lutherans in our 
country. The latest available fgures for metropolitan 
New York show the total baptized membership of three 
hundred and seventy-six congregations to be 225,651. 


Pennsylvania 

As we go south into Pennsylvania we come to the 
main stronghold of Lutheranism in the United States. 
This state has been the chief home of American Luther- 
ans ever since colonial times. Swedish Lutherans settled 
on the banks of the Delaware River in the seventeenth 
century. Thousands of German Lutherans landed at the 
port of Philadelphia and established their homes in 
Pennsylvania in the eighteenth century. The first Luth- 
eran synod in America was the Ministerium of Penn- 
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sylvania, organized by Henry Muhlenberg in 1748. There 
were perhaps sixty thousand Lutherans in Pennsylvania 
by 1750 and today they number more than ten times 
that figure. Many interesting side-trips might be made 
along the way if we only had time to visit some of the 
historic churches and famous charitable and educational 
institutions in this state. 


Leaving Pennsylvania 

In colonial times, when our country was still a 
British colony, many hardy Lutheran families left Penn- 
sylvania in search of more land. These people made 
their way through the wilderness in wagons and were 
true American pioneers. They “shared with other Chris- 
tians the hardships and triumphs of American life and 
helped as much as any other group in moulding Ameri- 
can civilization.” They built their homes in some of the 
best* sections of New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and 
North and South Carolina. Many of their descendants 
still live in these states and thousands of them are loyal 
members of the Lutheran Church. In the eighteenth 
century, Lutheran exiles from Salzburg settled in 
Georgia. Their descendants are the chief group of 
Lutherans in that state. 


Down South and Out West 

We now swing rapidly through the lower south, the 
south central, and the mountain states to the Pacific 
coast. The vast distances in this part of America natur- 
ally impress us a great deal. A journey through this 
region opens our eyes to the great natural wealth in our 
country and the almost unlimited possibilities for future 
development. Texas is the largest state in this portion 
of our land, containing within its borders one-twelfth of 
the area of the United States. The eighty thousand 
Texas Lutherans outnumber those of any other state in 
this territory, but from the fertile plains of Alabama 
and Mississippi to the fruited slopes of California we 
find Lutheran congregations, small for the most part, but 
earnest and devoted. 


North-West and Middle-West 

We shall return from the Pacific coast through the 
north-west and middle-west, the great American agri- 
cultural region known as “the nation’s bread-basket.” 
German and Scandinavian Lutherans poured into this 
part of America by the thousands during the last hun- 
dred years and the result is seen in the size and spirit 
of the Lutheran Church in this section. Thirty-eight per- 
cent of the Christians in these states are Lutherans. 
Minnesota has twice as many Lutherans as all other 
Protestants combined. Multitudes of Lutherans are also 
found in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, and North and South Dakota, 
and the great Northwest. 


An American Church 

Because some Lutheran churches use foreign lan- 
guages in their services, there are a few people who re- 
gard our Church as “foreign.” This is a mistaken no- 
tion, of course, because our Church is thoroughly Amer- 
ican. The millions of Lutheran people spread through- 
out the United States exert a great influence for good in 
the life of our republic. Most of them are patriotic, 
enlightened, industrious, and dependable citizens. We 
have a Church of which we may be rightfully proud. It 
has a message for our day. It is a Church that is well 
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organized, It is doing much to build up the Kingdom of 
God and is a powerful force in American Christianity. 
It deserves our interest and support. 


Some Important Facts 

We have swung around the country in a great circle 
and have caught a glimpse of where most of the Luther- 
an people in America live. Now we want to learn a few 
of the main facts about our Church. 

1. It ranks third in size among American Pro- 
testant Churches, being surpassed in numbers only by 
the Baptists and Methodists. In round numbers we have 
fifteen thousand congregations, twelve thousand minis- 
ters, and more than four and a half million baptized 
members. 

2. Nearly all American Lutherans belong to one 
of three main groups: The United Lutheran Church in 
America, the American Lutheran Conference, and the 


Synodical Conference. There are several other small 
groups of Lutherans but all have less than fifty thousand 
members each. There is a growing spirit of unity among 
the Lutheran people in America. 


3. Although about sixty per cent of our churches 
are located in rural communities, quite a few large cities 
have more Lutherans than any other denomination. 


4. Our Church does not overlook any group of 
people in America. It ministers to the Indians, Negroes, 
and many other nationalities. Lutheran schools, col- 
leges, seminaries, orphan homes, homes for the aged, 
hospitals, publishing houses, and other institutions dot 
the land. 


5. Our Church is growing and progressing. New 
congregations are being organized and new churches 
are being built all the time. Thousands of new members 
are added every year. 
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October 6, 1940 
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 


CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE BODY 
AND ITS FUNCTIONS 
I Corinthians 6:19, 20 
(By Dr. Lawrence Fisher, M.D., York, Pa.) 


Clarification of Terms 

By Christian Attitude we mean the opinion that is 
in harmony with the teachings and ministry of Jesus 
Christ, and especially as found in Paul’s writings. 

By the body we mean the human body, this mate- 
rial, organized substance that has form, size and weight. 
It is the part of us which we can see, touch and handle. 

By functions we mean the uses and activities of the 
various organs of the body taken separately and col- 
lectively. 

By Temple we believe Paul meant a material edi- 
fice of complex structure, and at its best was of ex- 
quisite beauty and adequately furnished so as to be a 
suitable place for the dwelling and worship of God. 


Different Attitudes Toward The Body 

Different people have had various conceptions of 
the body and its functions. Even among so-called Chris- 
tian people today, as was true of the Corinthians in 
Paul’s day, there are very different notions regarding 
the body and its functions. Even among so-called Chris- 
lawful. Tradition, environment, education and religion 
are among the chief factors that determine present day 
attitudes. 

The Christian Attitude 

Paul gives us the true conception, as he did the 
early Corinthians, of our ideal Christian attitude toward 
our bodies and their functions in these words: 

“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own. For ye are bought with 
a price—therefore, glorify God in your body and in 
your Spirit which are God’s.” This statement recognizes 
God as Creator and Redeemer of both body and Spirit. 


OCTOBER, 1940 


This gives us an exalted view of the body. We can 
not do anything we please with it. We must treat it 
as if it were a temple fit for the habitation of the good 
Spirit of God. Happy is that young Christian who will 
consider life a little more seriously and treat his body 
with respect and honor. 


Medicine Supports This Christian Attitude 

The investigations of scientists, the research of 
medical and biological men support this lofty concep- 
tion of the body and its functions. They have made 
many useful contributions as to the best means of 
diagnosing and treating diseased parts of the body 
and so restore injured or diseased organs to their 
normal condition. They have aided very much in re- 
storing the body to its beauty and health, and keeping 
it fit for the Master’s use. 


We all know that an injured or diseased eye, tonsil, 
lung, heart, or kidney can not perform its function 
normally, and the whole body suffers. Scientists have 
discovered causes and best methods of control of many 
diseases. Medical men are the servants to the bodily 
needs of humanity. They ease pain and suffering. They 
aid in healing the sick. They help us to cleanse the 
temple and keep it in the best condition for its sacred 
uses. 

Health Work Supports This Christian Attitude 

It is far better to prevent accident and disease of 
the body than to cure it of its ills. 


In many cases the injury to any part of the temple 
might have been prevented. Prevention is far better 
than cure—keeping the body fit, the temple clean and 
healthful, so thy days may be lengthened, and happiness 
and joyful service be your lot by glorifying your Lord 
and Master. 

Here are some general rules to help you attain this 
goal of a healthy body: 

1. Exercise and play wisely. | 

2. Use only wholesome food. 

3. Get all needed rest and sleep. 
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4. Get all the fresh air and sunshine possible. 
5. Keep the body clean. 

6. Form regular habits of work and play. 

7. Be temperate in all things. 


Then you will build health, strength, and beauty 
into your body. Why should we as Christians not take 
the very best care of our bodies and maintain them at 
their highest degree of health and efficiency? Whether 
we have pain or pleasure, distress or buoyancy, dis- 
couragement or encouragement, remorse or happiness, 
short life or long life depends largely upon our attitude 
toward our bodies and their functions. 

A good, healthy body which functions efficiently is 
a great asset, but it is only the temporary dwelling 
place of the Holy Spirit which is of supreme value. 


October 13, 1940 
Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 


THE GREATEST MAN BEFORE CHRIST 
—MOSES 
Hebrews 11 :23-29 
(By Rev. W. Robert Miller, Ringtown, Pa.) 

Most great men are marked by great faith. Per- 
haps it is the reverse: that great faith makes a man 
capable of great achievement. We honor Doctor Ehr- 
lich, whose faith in his ultimate discovery of a cure for 
syphilis enabled him to labor in vain through six hun- 
dred and five experiments in order to make the famed 
“606” cure possible for the world of suffering. We 
honor Thomas Edison whose faith was not destroyed 
by physical disability, by unmerited dishonor, by re- 
peated failure, by hampering debt or by unyielding 
Time itself; which persisted until his electric light 
lighted the world. We justly honor such men of sci- 
ence, whose faith has given the world such riches. 


But even more we honor the men of spiritual in- 
tegrity whose faith is our priceless heritage. Of such 
men the writer of Hebrews narrates in this eleventh 
chapter of his book. The history of Israel, he says, is 
the history of men of faith. Of these heroes Moses was 
the pinnacle. He earned the accolade of our title, “The 
Greatest Man Before Christ.” 


Moses was great by virtue of his own heritage, for 
he was a member of the Hebrew race, the “chosen” 
people. Nations differ in ability and in destiny. The 
Greeks were gifted in culture, learning and the arts. 
The Romans were masters of law, gifted in military 
genius and engineering as well as in government. But 
the Hebrew nation was primarily destined for a spiritual 
impact on the pagan world. Of all people they had been 
pointed toward receiving the fullest revelation of God 
and administering it for the welfare of the world. It 
was no sudden gift or grace, but a development of ability 
and perception over a long period. The Hebrews were 
a spiritually alert and sensitive people, and Moses shared 
in this ability and in this consciousness of spiritual 
destiny. 

Then Moses was also great because of his foster- 
parentage. As an infant he was discovered and adopted 
by the daughter of Pharaoh, ruler of Egypt, perhaps the 
greatest nation of the time. As a member of the royal 
family he held a position of great power and influence. 
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Perhaps he might have ruled Egypt had he wished. 
Certainly the finest education of the time was made 
available to him, and he was schooled superbly by the 
greatest scholars of the realm. Intellectually and poli- 
tically he could have become famous in his foster-land. 

But Moses was great in force of character as well. 
Seeing a fellow Israelite beaten by an Egyptian, he in- 
tervened and chanced the breaking of all his hopes in 
the royal family, once again identifying himself with his 
true race. He was a man to whom right was king; he 
never forgot that allegiance. So, leaving behind all the 
ease and luxury and opportunity of Egypt, he entered 
upon the forty year period of spiritual training in the 
desert of Midian. 

He was great in spiritual perception, developed in 
his meditations under the silent desert stars and his 
study by the shepherd’s campfire in those nomadic years. 
Close to Nature he came to know more of Nature’s 
Creator. Dependent upon the care of God he learned 
to trust Him fully from day to day. That trust was 
never betrayed, and Moses came into a sympathy of 
spirit with the designs and wishes of God as they were 
revealed to him. Thus it was no strange thing that he 
should turn aside to see that burning bush in which 
God’s Presence was revealed to him, for he was no care- 
less sensation-seeker, but a man spiritually alert to the 
Divine Presence. 

Then Moses was great in obedience, without which 
no one can hope to receive and follow the direction of 
God. While he was doubtful of his ability to lead the 
Children of Israel out of captivity, he was confident that 
God knew what He was doing. So it was that he ac- 
cepted the commission as leader and successfully accom- 
plished the design. Moses had known many forms of 
authority: of family, of teacher, of priest, and king; but 
the one form of authority he owed supreme obedience 
was that of the God he had come to know and trust ° 
through a lifetime of danger and doubt and fear as All- 
Powerful and Ever-Loving. 

Moses was great in courage: it took real fearlessness 
to face Pharaoh in behalf of a God the king never knew 
and did not fear. It took courage to tell a nation to 
leave security and face the unknown. It took courage to 
lead the rebellious and unruly Israelites through those 
desert years without faltering. It took courage to face 
God frankly after having gone aside from His way, and 
await punishment. But Moses was a brave man, not 
only physically, but spiritually. He passed all the tests 
and came through with flying colors. 

But Moses was greatest in faith, and this is the 
foundation of his real greatness. Without it he would 
not have trusted God for his destiny, held fast to his 
purpose, accomplished his mission. It was his hold on 
God that enabled him to be so gloriously used in God’s 
service. He was great in heritage, foster-parentage, 
training, education, force of character, spiritual percep- 
tion, obedience, and courage, but all these could not have 
issued in action without that foundation of faith. 


May we remember this source of Moses’ greatness 
and examine our own faith. If it is real and deep, de- 
veloping out of our daily contact with God and trust in 
Him, then all our powers and abilities will be used fruit- 
fully in His service. May we be so used! In such sery- 
iceableness lies real, lasting happiness for us all! 
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October 20, 1940 
Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity 
COMMON CHRISTIAN ORNAMENTS 
AND SYMBOLS 
Revelation 4:1-11 
(By Rev. H. Oscar Schlessman, Spring City, Pa.) 
Introduction 
Philosophers tell us that the Absolute, the ultimate 
Truth that lies behind the show of things, can only be 
apprehended or expressed through the symbol. Man 
touches and sees only the outer fringes, the deceptive 
phenomena of Reality, for by his very nature, the limi- 
tations of his quality and sensible powers, he is forever 
(within the limits of earthly life) debarred from laying 
hold of substantial Verity. Yet this final Truth is there, 


underlying and sustaining and motivating all things, and 


dim imitations thereof are always darkly revealing them- 
selves in dreams and visions, for “God has never left 
Himself without a witness,’ and it is by these vague 
revelations that we live. Absolute Truth is not for us 
here on earth, for its flame would not vitalize, but de- 
stroy. When the effort is made sensibly to show forth 
in visible form the partial revelation, it must be by means 
of similies familiar to us in life; the partial approxima- 
tion, the creative and stimulating analogy; the Symbol. 
That is why we have art in all its varied forms, for in 
its highest aspect and function art is the symbolical ex- 
pression of otherwise unexpressible ideas. No other fac- 
ulty or power of man can do this thing, so art is his 
most priceless attribute and possession. Art, if it is 
worthy of the name, is primarily the manifestation of 
beauty of some sort, and this beauty is not a variable 
and a personal reaction or idiosyncrasy; it is in certain 
ways absolute. Through the symbol man lays hold, 
though doubtfully, on the fringes of Reality itself. 

But it is not in art alone that the symbol becomes 
potent, revealing, evocative. In a sense all things in 
nature partake of this symbolic quality, while art and 
gesture and the spoken word, and the concrete idea, 
may add to their primary and obvious significance, sym- 
bolic character. All the highest impulses and emotions 
we have are expressible only through symbolic agencies. 
That is why ceremonial, both secular and religious, is 
inseparable from social life, the functions of the state, 
above all from religion itself. Man lives by symbols, 
and if those that are just and veracious are taken from 
him, he will invent others, but these are always thin, 
poor, ugly and without significance, in that they are 
made to order by ingenious though ignorant mechani- 
cians, and do not lay hold on ultimate things. 

Of course, being a great virtue, symbolism has its 
danger, and that is that in degenerate times the symbol 
may be taken as the very thing symbolized. This is 
what is meant by “idolatry” and it is against this tnat 
the Lord’s commandment was declared; not as the 
Jews, Iconoclasts, Mohammedans and some Protestant 
sects have held, against the image or symbol itself. 


The Use of Symbols 
Symbolism is all but universal. Without its as- 
sistance the affairs of our daily life might come to a 
state of confusion. A symbol is a story told by a fami- 
liar sign that may be read at a glance. The fluttering 
red flag by the side of the road, or the glow of the red 
light by night are recognized at once as the signs of 
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danger. The well-known crossed boards indicate the 
railway crossing. The white board, with its painted ar- 
row is able to direct us to the town that we are seek- 
ing. What a help are the curve and intersection signs 
on the unfamiliar highway—symbols of truths we shall 
learn to our sorrow if we do not heed their warning 
or take their advice. Railways are run by symbols. The 
semaphore with its arms set at various angles, the switch 
post with its colored targets and lights, the flags at the 
end of the train, the red flare placed upon the track at 
night, and even the several blasts of the whistle, have 
significant meanings. 

As we walk down the street of the city or village 
we are guided by symbols. We locate the barber by 
his striped pole, the cobbler by his wooden boot, the 
druggist by his mortar and pestle and the pawn-broker 
by the three gilt balls, to mention just a few. Traffic 
through the crowded section and long boulevards and 
suburban streets is directed by a series of symbols. 

The manufacturer has a symbol called his trade- 
mark, and this is protected by law. The printer has his 
colophon, the potter his mark, and the publisher his 
imprint. The Federal Government has its distinctive 
flags and seals. Each coin and postage stamp has an 
elaborate symbolism, and did you ever note the symbols 
on paper money? 

In this age of hard-faced practicality we are rather 
apt to forget that there is a most extensive system of 
religious symbolism, almost as old as man himself, and 
used to a greater or lesser extent by all Christian bod- 
ies. Were all the books on Christian symbolism col- 
lected, they would form a library of considerable size. 


Christian Symbols 

Your parish church is quite likely to be rich in 
symbolism. The altar is the outward expression of the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The font indicates 
that the congregation believes in Holy Baptism. The 
crucifix on the altar is there to remind one of the Holy 
Passion, and if there be a plain cross, it signifies Fin- 
ished Redemption. The flickering candles on the altar 
symbolize our Lord Jesus Christ, the living Light of the 
World. The three-fold division in the reredos back of 
the altar, or the three-fold division of the dossal cur- 
tain, represent the Holy Trinity. Every season vest- 
ment placed upon the altar, and every piece of sacra- 
mental linen has its traditional meaning. If there be 
carved figures of our Lord, or of the Four Evangelists, 
or of the Twelve Apostles, there is a shield under each, 
with a most ancient symbol carved upon it, such as the 
winged man of St. Matthew, the winged lion of St. 
Mark, the winged ox of St. Luke, the eagle of St. John, 
and the Lamb which denotes our Saviour. 

In your stained glass church windows may be found 
the triangle of the Holy Trinity, the crown denoting 
eternal life, the IHC and Chi Rho symbols of our 
Saviour’s name, the chield of faith, the circle of eternity, 
the ship of the Church, the anchor of hope, the pelican 
which symbolizes the Atonement, the two tablets of 
stone which represent the Law, the lamp or scroll or 
open book signifying the Gospel, and a great many other 
devices of universal usage. Mistakes are apt to happen 
in the use of symbols. We have seen the wheel, sym- 
bolical of industrialism and of the factory system, carved 
upon the altar by a carver ignorant of its meaning. On 
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the front of an apartment house in a certain great city 
may be seen the fleur-de-lys of the Holy Trinity and a 
perfect patriarchal cross. In each case it is ornament 
used, without regard to its meaning. 

Symbols ought not to be misplaced, such as using 
the Passion symbols on an organ case, the shields of 
the Apostles on chairs or tables, or the shield of a re- 
former placed among the shields of the Holy Trinity. 
Nor should we use symbols of doctrines not accepted 
by the Church. How inconsistent would be a crucifix 
or cross in a synagogue! (Church Symbolism, F. R. 
Webber) 

Our topic covers a large field, but religious libraries 
are filled with books on the subject and our publication 
houses have numerous pamphlets and books on symbols 
for sale so that there is really no excuse for us to be 
totally ignorant concerning “Common Christian Orna- 
ments and Symbols.” 


October 27, 1940 
Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity 


WHAT CAN THE CHURCH DO ABOUT 
DELINQUENCY? 


U. L. C. A. Social Missions 
Matthew 25 :31-46 
(By Rev. H. Brent Schaeffer, D.D., Jackson, Miss.) 
“Juvenile Delinquency” 

Every youth knows what ‘juvenile delinquency” 
means. Boys and girls below 16 years of age often break 
the laws of their communities and fall into the hands 
of “the law.” What is to be done with them? It was 
formerly the practice to throw them into jails and re- 
formatories where they associated with hardened crim- 
inals or those with lawless spirits, often persons physic- 
ally or morally diseased. Here they learned the wrong 
conception of the law and received the wrong attitude 
toward society. 

This is now seldom the way juvenile delinquents 
are treated. Society and government recognize the fact 
that many boys and girls have depressing and harmful 
home and neighborhood environments, lack sufficient 
of the necessities of life, etc. So through juvenile courts 
and interested persons and organizations these young 
law breakers are placed in some institution or home, or 
under someone’s care, so that the deficiencies which may 
have warped life may be supplied and life straightened. 

The idea is not to condemn harshly, not to establish 
in criminal tendency; but to change attitude, to save 
for constructive living in society. 


“Church Delinquency?” 

What is “Church Delinquency?” In our Lutheran 
Church the children of members of the Church are bap- 
tized and so received into fellowship with Christ and 
membership in the Church. They are brought up to 
know and love Christ and are taught Christian truth; 
then at a suitable age (13 to 15) they make their public 
confession of faith in Christ and pledge loyalty to Christ 
and the Church. But frequently children get away from 
Sunday School and Church and are never confirmed. 
They are delinquents. Frequently after confirmation, all 
along during life, church members drop out of active 
participation in the worship and fellowship and service 
of the Church. They are delinquents. 
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The two chief questions to be answered are: What 
makes Church members delinquent, and what can the 
Church do about it 


The Church Itself May Be At Fault 

The Readers Digest (January, 1940) reprints an 
article by Doctor Stamm, radio minister for the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, entitled 
“Millions of Backsliders.” He states that no Protestant 
Church dares claim that more than a third of the mem- 
bership attends any given service except on Christmas 
and Easter. (One-third of the confirmed members of 
the United Lutheran Church did not commune once dur- 
ing 1938.) He claims to have received a quarter of a 
million letters from radio fans revealing why they do 
not attend church services. The chief reason given was 
“poor preaching.” He gives as his opinion of poor 
preaching the practice of continued excoriation of cer- 
tain social evils and Sunday amusements instead of 
preaching helpful and uplifting messages of Christian 
grace and courage and love. (The Church Year and the 
attitude of our Church toward separation of Church and 
State place our preachers outside this criticism.) He 
mentions, also, ugly and gloomy church buildings, de- 
nominational divisions, no real call on people to repent. 

Another survey on church attendance shows 25% 
wanted Sunday for themselves, 21% did not attend be- 
cause the people were insincere and unfriendly, 19% be- 
cause of too frequent requests for money, and 19% be- 
cause the preachers were always telling people how to 
be good and sermons were uninteresting. 


For ourselves we suggest in this connection that 
perhaps delinquents were not given proper aid and en- 
couragement. Perhaps a Luther League, or another or- 
ganization, or the congregation had “cliques” or lacked 
an aggressive program and loving spirit. Or some mem- 
ber might have said or done something mean or un- 
worthy. A sincere girl of 15 tried her best on a League 
program on one occasion and some of the members, 
instead of encouraging her, told her ungraciously it was 
too long. She never returned. 

It may be true that selfish or critical or backward 
members are not to be “petted” and “coddled,” but it is 
more true that active and loyal members must ever 
strive to be thoughtful, considerate, gentle, attentive in 
relationship and service to associates in the church. 


Chief Fault With Delinquents Themselves 

Of course, the church member who has the broad 
Christian outlook and the true Christian attitude, will 
permit nothing to sever from the Christian life and work 
in the Church. No excuse as to what happens in the 
Church or what another does has any right to place the 
blame on Christ and the great service and holy fellow- 
ship of the true Church. Any who are un-Christian in 
attitude and conduct are themselves delinquents, and 
this should stir right-minded members to “help make 
right what is wrong.” 

The great majority of church members who are de- 
linquent become so because Christ has never truly pos- 
sessed their love and lives (they need to be converted), 
or they have joined associates or associations which have 
enticed them away or they want the selfish and un- 
Christian ease and pleasure which conflicts with church 
loyalty and support. 
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What Can The Church Do About Delinquency? 

In stating why church members become delinquent 
the way to prevent this has been pointed out. Those 
things in which the Church is at fault should be reme- 
died. That was the great fruit of the Reformation. Prac- 
tices which had developed far beyond any reasonable in- 
terpretation of Scripture were rejected; evil connections 
and living of priest and people were renounced; truth 
and loyalty to Christ were demanded; a program of re- 
newal and recovery was projected. These things at- 
tracted and appealed. And so must it be today. 

What do you think of the following suggestions as 
proper ways whereby church delinquency might be pre- 
vented and those who are delinquents might be interested 
and caused to renew loyalty? 

1. Make your Church and organizational activities 
joyous and inspiring. Christian life and service should 
be happy as well as holy. If happiness is absent, there 
is something wrong with the holiness. 

2. Active members must be sympathetic to the at- 
titude and causes of delinquency. A person can’t be 
“cussed” or “fussed” into Christian activity. He is to be 
loved and lifted into an active walk with a glorious 


Saviour. (A bulletin of the Board of Social Missions of 
our Church in pressing for an aggressive program of 
evangelism in the 3,962 congregations of the United 
Lutheran Church states: “Beware of the temptation to 
tell the disaffected member what his shortcomings are. 
This is a sure way of losing the case. If, however, the 
person approached senses that there is a warm and 
genuine concern for his well-being and that the visitor 
has not come to argue a case or to show that he is 
wrong, but comes to help him restore himself to the 
enjoyment of the best things of his faith, there is hope 
of an encouraging response.” 

3. Do not get discouraged or disgusted. 

4. Take advantage of every opportunity to interest 
(visiting, befriending, inviting, seeking to bring to spe- 
cial services and programs). 

5. Ever be thoughtful, encouraging, courteous. 


6. Do not divide into little groups. Let each be 
thoughtful and attentive to all the others. 
7. It takes the youth to attract and win the youth. 
(Let members discuss these suggestions and make 


others.) 
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Theme for the month: “EVANGELISM—Reaching Others “’ 


October 6, 1940 
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 


BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF OUR CHURCH 


Psalm 48:12-14 
(By Rey. Ellwood Hauser, Boswell, Pa.) 


Evangelism 

Evangelism—winning others for Christ—is the mis- 
sion of the Church. During this month we shall consider 
how others are reached through the Church, and to 
what extent our Church and other Churches are carry- 
ing out the command to “preach the gospel to every 
creature.” This topic considers how our United Lutheran 
Church through its agencies is active in evangelizing the 
world. We shall consider the Boards of the Church, the 
Synods, the congregations, and the individual in the 
“Bird’s-Eye View of Our Church.” 


As a group of young people it is important for us 
to know the work of our Church and to feel a definite 
resposibility concerning it. 


Our Church At Work 

The administrative work of our Church is carried 
on through agencies known as “Boards.” Their number 
is determined by the varying interests involved in the 
fulfillment of the one great mission of the Church— 
Evangelism—to preach the Gospel to the whole world 
and to administer the Sacraments, as instituted by Christ. 
The work is carefully and definitely assigned so that 
nothing shall be left undone toward the carrying out of 
Christ’s commands. 


The budget of all the Boards of the United Lutheran 
Church, with the exception of the Board of Publica- 
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tion, which is self-supporting, is provided through the 
benevolent contributions of members in the congrega- 
tions and is divided according to a budget approved by 
the U. L. C. A. Convention every two years. Members 
of the Board are elected at the convention and serve 
with a great deal of sacrifice in order that the work of 
the Church may continue. Necessary expenses of mem- 
bers are paid for attendance at meetings but no other 
tangible remuneration is given. Surely service on the 
Boards is a test of devotion and faithfulness as well as 
of ability and efficiency on the part of those who serve. 


The Executive Board 

A variety of duties and an extended power is vested 
in the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church. 
Both the president and secretary of the general body 
are salaried and are ex-officio members of this Board. 
This group carries out the resolutions of the United 
Lutheran Church passed at the convention, fills vacan- 
cies, receives reports from all other boards, co-ordinates 
the work of the boards, presents the budget to the con- 
vention, carries on all business of the Church between 
conventions and solves many problems that arise dur- 
ing the year. 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

The Board of Foreign Missions supports Churches, 
hospitals, industrial and agricultural work, social serv- 
ice institutions and schools from kindergarten to theo- 
logical seminaries in six fields. Consider the statistical 
report of the Board and make some observations about 
the size of the missions, the comparative number of mis- 
sionaries, and the money spent in each field. Statistics 
are valuable only to the extent you study and interpret 
them. 
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You should be able to name at least one missionary 
in each of these fields. 

Who is the general secretary of the Board and where 
would you address him? 

For more information, ask your pastor for a copy 
of the Report of Foreign Missions. 


The Board of American Missions 

The territory assigned to this Board is the entire 
North American Continent, including the islands of the 
West Indies. Its missions are scattered from Alaska on 
the north to the West Indies on the south and covers 
the United States and Canada from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 

Its work is divided into three types: (1) “Planting 
the Faith’ includes all mission work where a survey 
shows that with reasonable aid from the Board a self- 
supporting congregation can be established in a maxi- 
mum period of ten years. For this cause 75% of avail- 
able mission funds is used; (2) “Preserving the Faith” 
includes work in our churches where unforseen circum- 
stances are rendering them unable to carry on. About 
15% of the income is used to care for these who “are 
of the household of faith.” (3) “Propagating the Faith” 
embraces the efforts that are made to reach the non- 
Christian, whose race, color, economic condition, or 
geographical location make it impossible to reach them 
through an established congregation. The 10% used here 
is for our Jewish missions, Southern Mountaineers, Lin- 
guistic groups, Indians and Negroes. 

For more details send to the Board for their booklet 
“OQ Christ for Thine Own Glory,’ and have a Leaguer 
prepare one phase of the work. 


The Board of Social Missions 

This servant of humanity is organized as an agency 
of the Church with three distinct causes, embracing hu- 
man need both for the things of God and of man. In 
the field of Evangelism the Board aims to stimulate the 
Church to win, conserve and reclaim souls for Christ. 
Evangelism is personal work—church members must be 
fervent and enthusiastic in witness-bearing; they must 
be gripped with a passion for the souls of men. 


In the field of Inner Missions the Board furthers 
the cause of serving in Christian love. The needs of 
suffering humanity—the deaf, the blind, the prisoner, 
the derelict, the problem child, the immigrant, the under- 
privileged—all these must be met with kindness and un- 
derstanding. Working with this group is the Committee 
on Disaster who is prepared to help Lutherans in com- 


munities where dust storms, drought, flood or fire has 
brought sorrow and starvation. 

In the field of Social Welfare, the Board aims to 
counsel the Church in the Christian solution of the 
moral and social problems of humanity. 

Through its Committee on Promotion, the Board 
issues a weekly leaflet, “Message for the Day,’ which 
has proved so helpful to shut-ins. During the last year 
an increase of over a thousand subscriptions has been 
noted. 

At the last meeting of the Board, Dr. C. Franklin 
Koch was chosen the Executive Secretary. 

What Inner Mission Work is done in your com- 
munity? Has your League any definite project? Why 
not try furnishing “Message for the Day” to the shut- 
ins of your Church? 


The Board of Education 

The purpose of this Board is to promote Christian 
higher education, to serve Lutheran students, to make 
research studies in education and to assist Lutheran in- 
stitutions, These include 27 Lutheran Colleges, Junior 
Colleges, and Theological Seminaries. Through this de- 
partment, student pastors are placed at many of our 
leading educational institutions, and two secretaries for 
women students visit college and university campuses 
and training schools for nurses. 

How many colleges and seminaries can you name? 


The Parish and Church School Board 

Every growing congregation has become conscious 
of the educational work of the Parish and Church Schooi 
Board. Each September, the congregation evaluates 
their educational program of the past year and makes 
definite plans for their educational program of the com- 
ing year. For 1940-41 the emphasis in each congrega- 
tion will be on “Expanding Parish Education” with the 
slogan for the year, “Teach All.” . 

It is under the direction of this Board that The 
Children of the Church material is written, the ‘‘Chris- 
tian Youth Series” arranged, and Leadership Training 
Courses promoted. New material supplementing the work 
of the Sunday School is constantly being prepared for 
the congregation to use in the training of Christian 
leaders of all ages. 


The Board of Deaconess Work 
The two Motherhouses of the United Lutheran 
Church are located at Philadelphia and Baltimore. Here 
girls are trained in the ministry of serving love. After 
graduation they care for the aged, sick and orphans in 
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institutions or enter parish work where they advise 
young people, visit among the sick, or help in any way 
the pastor may need them. Special courses for Christian 
workers are available to young women who may not 
wish to enter the diaconate, but expect to be minister’s 
wives or Church leaders. 

Dr. William A. Wade, Executive Secretary of the 
Board, says: “We know there is a splendid field for the 
ministry of mercy in a time when there is so much suf- 
ering and sorrow. With so many people wavering in 
their faith . . . there is a place for more than the pres- 
ent number of deaconesses. Only the best should be 
trained for such service.” 


The Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief 

This is one of the smallest groups of the Adminis- 
trative force and perhaps is less known than many of 
the others. Their work is to acquaint the congregations 
with the necessity of adequately providing for the re- 
tired pastor and missionary and to care for the disabled 
ones and for the parsonage widows and children. The 
Pension family of the United Lutheran Church today 
includes 330 retired ministers, 58 disabled ministers, 591 
widows, 143 children, and 5 missionaries. The family 
budget is $248,550 per year, which gives the minister 83 
cents a day, widows 57 cents a day, and children 13 cents 
a day. When these figures are compared with retire- 
ment funds in the business world, they are pitifully 
small—a retired minister receiving only $300.00 per year 
while in the military world the retired army chaplain 
receives $3500 per year. We are hopeful that the Young 
People of the Church will show tangible appreciation 
of their pastor’s work in promoting this phase of church 
activity. 

The Board of Publication 

This Board works through the United Lutheran 
Publication House in providing literature and other 
church material to pastors, and other religious works as 
well as to Sunday Schools and auxiliaries of the Church. 
At present H. Torry Walker is Business Manager of 
the Board, and Dr. S. W. Herman is President. 


Auxiliaries of our Church 

Important in the life of the Church are those auxili- 
ary organizations formed to aid our Church in carrying 
out her program. Foremost among these is the Women’s 
Missionary Society with 61,448 members. Their contri- 
butions to the Mission Boards have ever been a bless- 
ing to the Church-at-large. The Brotherhood is the offi- 
cial organization of the men of the Church wherein 
education and fellowship are united. For the young 
people the Church offers the Luther League, now in 
three groups, the Intermediates for Boys and Girls of 
12 to 14 years, the Seniors for 15 to 17 and the Young 
People from 18 and beyond. 

Every active Church Member should participate in 
one of these auxiliaries. 


The Synod 

“A Lutheran Synod is an association of congrega- 
tions for the confession of their fellowship in the faith 
and cooperation in the various activities of the Church.” 
(Rev. J. R. Hunt) Among the activities of the Synod, 
we find that they examine all candidates for the minis- 
try, and care for all pastors and congregations within 
their territory. The Synods also arrange for the col- 
lection of funds for church projects such as missions and 
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education. In addition some of them provide for col- 
leges and seminaries. Their conventions discuss church 
doctrine and plans suggested by the Boards of the 
Church for the furthering of the kingdom. 


The Congregation 

The local congregation is definitely the working 
unit of Church organization. Here all the plans recom- 
mended by the Church Boards are put into action, or are 
ignored, as is too often the case. Here plans for evan- 
gelization must be an integral part of the church pro- 
gram. We have learned that education of the parish- 
ioners is a prime requisite to their active church living. 
Every member of the congregation who understands the 
work done through the benevolent contributions is likely 
to pay more than his share of the apportionment. As 
he learns to know each field of service, he is more likely 
to give towards it. Evangelism is the result of knowing 
Christ and His work throughout the world. 

The United Lutheran Church expects every congre- 
gation to have an Every Member Visitation, emphasiz- 
ing not only finances but the fellowship that arises from 
such contacts. Every Christian worker should learn to 
feel free in conversing about his Lord and Master. This 
comes only with practice. Constantly your pastor visits 
people moving into your community who were formerly 
Lutheran or people who have grown indifferent to the 
Church. Often you young people will have a more vital 
influence on their becoming members of your Church 
than your pastor has; people feel the need for someone 
to be friendly with them beside the pastor. Visitation 
evangelism is in accord with Jesus’ own work. He won 
His disciples by personal contact. That is the work of 
the local congregation. 

You 

“What kind of a Church would my Church be if 
every member were just like me?” Here, with the in- 
dividual, evangelism is at its height. Jesus was out 
walking one day and called Philip to Him; in turn 
Philip was anxious to bring someone else. The Spirit of 
Christ in you will cause others to want to bring some- 
one. Think of Jesus with the woman at the well and 
how her sincerity in telling her villagers brought many 
to Him. All that a person needs for evangelism is a 
capacity for friendship and acquaintanceship with Christ 
to be able to use this winning method of the Master. 
We should be astonished at the results if we would use 
ti.e Saviour’s method of evangelism and carry out his 
plan to win others. As Christian Young People let us 
try Christ’s methods of living and evangelizing as out- 
lined and recommended by our Church, remembering 
that the success of our local Church, our synod and our 
United Lutheran Church is dependent upon the willing- 
ness and responsibility you and I as individuals share 
in witnessing for Christ. 


October 13, 1940 
Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 
IS ONE DENOMINATION AS GOOD 
AS ANOTHER? 


I Corinthians 3:3-11 
(By Rev. Ellwood Hauser, Boswell, Pa.) 


In studying our topic we must understand that 
Churches have different ideas of government, varying 
methods of worship and different doctrinal standards. 
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All of these reflect Christian tradition, adhere to the 
same general Christian system, and lay claim to “divine 
guidance.” It is presumptuous for any Church to claim 
that it alone has God's favor, a superior ministry, or in- 
fallible authority. The Church is the fellowship of all 
people who believe in God as Jesus has made Him known 
to us—a blessed company of all faithful people. 

Is one denomination as good as another? 
car as good as another? Is one man as good as an- 
other? Only are they called good to the extent they 
reach definite standards set up by authorities. When we 
study the qualities of individuals, we recognize their 
sturdy virtues and discover their weaknesses. The same 
is true of denominations. None are without fault. Since 
it is impossible to discuss in an adequate way all the 
denominational differences, we are presenting Lutheran 
teachings and asking you to compare them to those de- 
nominations most familiar to you. In “The Lutheran” 
for March 20, 1940, was an historical incident told by 
Rev. John Schmidt of Blacksburg, Virginia. He tells 
us of Luther and Zwingli when they had approved four- 
teen Marburg Articles. Luther was willing to change 
the one on the Lord’s Supper to acknowledge the pres- 
ence of the Body and Blood but not to explain the “how” 
on which these two leaders differed. Zwingli refused. 
Martin Luther leads us in the spirit of unity and tolerance. 


Is one 


An Evangelical Church 

An evangelical Church is a spiritually-minded one. 
Lutherans believe in an evangelical Church in contrast 
to many Protestant Churches which hold to Calvin’s 
code of legalism. We address God as Father, they as 
Ruler. As children we seek to know His Will and for 
love’s sake to do it; as subjects, they obey the Ruler 
because it is a duty. In service to God, we emphasize 
gratitude and privilege while they speak of obligation 
and compulsion. However, in actual practice neither all 
Lutherans nor all Calvinists are consistent in this sharp 
distinction. 

A Conservative Church 

The Lutheran Church has always been a conserva- 
tive Church, deleting from the Roman Catholic that 
which was objectionable while the other Protestants 
took out everything for which they could not find an 
express command in the New Testament. (J. R. E. 
Hunt) Lutherans are conservative too in that we seldom 
initiate great movements or participate in them. (The 
‘Protestant Reformation which was conservative in the 
beginning, is an exception to this.) Sometimes we, as 
Lutherans, are severely criticized for our apparent in- 
difference to joining in big movements but we believ> 
that if the Gospel is preached and applied to daily life, 
there is little time for the “extras’’ which may divert 
from character building and Christian conduct. It takes 
more courage, more patience, more intelligence and more 
demands on persofial consistency to minister quietly as 
Lutheran pastors are urged to do than to make a pas- 
sionate appeal to the crowd, using mass psychology, 
and gaining applause. Christian glow comes from hearts 
warmed within rather than from bonfires. 


The Sacrament of Baptism 
As Lutherans, we believe that Baptism is a Means 
of Grace instituted by Christ Himself and that it is 
necessary for salvation. It consists in applying water 
to a person “In the Name of the Father, and of the 
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Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” It may be done by pour- 
ing, sprinkling or immersion. The amount of water has. 
nothing to do with the saving power of baptism. 

We believe in having children baptized because it is. 
scriptural: 

John 3:5, “Except one be born of the water and of 
the Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom of God.” 

Mark 10:14, “Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, forbid them not, for to such belong the kingdom of 
God.” Baptism is the only means by which we can bring 
them into His kingdom. 

Acts 2:38, 39, “Be baptized every one of you...” 

We read that whole families were baptized: Lydia 
and her household; the jailer and his household; Cornelius 
and his household; all were baptized when the household 
became a believing one. 

Infant baptism was the universal practice of the 
Christian Church until the time of the Reformation when 
some reforming churches discontinued it. 

The argument that a child can not believe and 
should not therefore be baptized might be answered in 
this way: A child does not understand the prayers of- 
fered in his behalf and yet God answers them, Jesus 
bestowed His blessing in His day because of the faith of 
someone; shall He not also bestow the gift of baptism 
in response to the faith professed? 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

“Lutherans believe that in connection with the bread 
and wine which are used in the Lord’s Supper Christ 
gives the communicant His body and blood. For He 
says, ‘Take, eat, this is My body which is given for 
you,” and “Drink ye all of it, this is My blood of the 
New Testament which is shed for many for the remis- 
sion of sins.” Bread and wine are used in the Lord’s 
Supper because they are the earthly elements which 
Christ. used when He instituted the Sacrament. The 
bread and w.ne are not mere symbols of spiritual things. 
The bread does not simply represent the body of Christ 
nor does the wine simply represent the blood of Christ. 
Bread and wine are the earthly elements through which 
in some way, mysterious, yet real, the true body and 
blood of Christ are received by the communicant. 

Lutherans do not believe in transsubstantiation, that 
is, that the bread is changed into the body of Christ and 
the wine into the blood of Christ. They believe that the 
bread remains bread and the wine remains wine. They 
do not believe in consubstantiation or a combination of 
the bread and wine with the body and blood of Christ 
in such a manner as to form a third substance different 
from both. But they believe that the bread and wine are 
vehicles through which the heavenly gift of Christ’s body 
and blood is communicated to the communicant. The 
benefits derived from the Lord’s Supper, as Luther says, 
“are pointed out in these words, ‘given and shed for 
you, for the remission of sins,’ namely, through these 
words, the remission of sins, life and salvation are 
granted unto us in the Sacrament.’ These benefits are 
received by all who partake of this Supper with truly 
penitent hearts.” (J. R. E. Hunt) 


Public Worship 
Public worship wields a mighty influence in the 
lives of men. Since the early Church, Lutherans have 
developed a liturgical service in which two essentials of 
worship are clearly defined. In it is a definite place for 
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the Sacramental, that which God communicated to man, 
and the, Sacrificial, that which man offers to God. In- 
cluded in this Common Service is the Confession of our 
sins, the Absolution, the Praises to God, the Scripture 
in which He speaks to us, and the Sermon, God’s mes- 
Sage as explained by His ambassador. Because things 
should be done in decency and order, the Church recom- 
mends the Common Service be used by every Lutheran 
congregation. 

What are the advantages of a formal service of this 
type over an informal one? 


Preaching the Gospel 

“To preach the pure word of God” has been the re- 
quirement of every Lutheran pastor since the Augsburg 
Confession. In preparing men for the ministry, in au- 
thoritative literature, in confessional statement, the 
Lutheran Church has stressed “the preaching of the 
pure gospel” more strongly than other Churches. In 
recent years leaders in many denominations have given 
our Church credit for this, and are emulating the idea 
among their own people. How often your pastor 
preaches on The Gospel or The Epistle for the Day and 
not on the statement made in a recent magazine! 


In Conclusion 

Is one denomination as good as another? May God 
grant you grace to solve this problem in your own mind. 
We all read from the same Bible, worship the same God, 
and strive for the same eternal reward. We believe 
that what we know of God is true, just as every Pro- 
testant has that same belief concerning his own Church. 
Believing together, working together, perhaps some day 
our opinions may become reconciled and God will give 
us the privilege of really worshipping in ‘“‘one Holy 
Christian and Apostolic Church.” For the present, “You 
go to your Church and I'll go to mine, but we'll walk 
along together.” 


October 20, 1940 
Twenty-second Sunday. after Trinity 


BRINGING OTHERS NEARER TO CHRIST 
John 1:35-42 
(By Rev. C. Franklin Koch, Executive Secretary, Board 
of Social Missions, New York City) 
I. By The Spoken Word 

Peter and Andrew are joined inseparably in our 
thinking, not only because they are brothers, but be- 
cause Andrew, when he found the Messiah, immediately 
went and brought his brother Simon, later called Peter, 
to Jesus. The value of the service which Andrew ren- 
dered to the Christian world when he shared his newly 
found Friend with Peter can never be computed. Peter 
became the leader of the Apostolic band, and who knows 
whether or not he would have had not Andrew obeyed 
the impulse to go and find his brother and introduce him 
to Jesus? 


In like manner we always connect Philip and 
Nathaniel, for Philip went to find his friend and joy- 
ously said, ‘‘We have found Him of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” Although these two, who also became 
apostles, never gained the prominence attained by Peter, 
the seeking of Nathaniel by Philip remains as an en- 
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couraging example of one friend sharing that which was 
of supreme religious value to him with his closest friend. 


Jesus committed to men the task which should al- 
ways be a pleasant one, of being His messengers to 
other men. He commissioned them to bring the whole 
world near to Him, so near, in fact, that the beauty and 
power and radiance of His Person could become con- 
tagious and remould men into His likeness. In this task 
most of us have been derelict. 


A Word Fitly Spoken 
“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pic- 
tures of silver.’—Proverbs 25:11. 


Recall the answer that Philip gave Nathaniel when 
he asked, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 
It was, “Come and see.” No attempt to argue; simply 
an invitation to come and test for himself the power of 
this unique Personality who had impressed Himself so 
indelibly upon his own heart. Such an answer was worth 
a ton of argument. 


A young man debating to what he should devote his 
life was turned to consider again the ministry by the 
chance comment of a young woman, a casual acquaint- 
ance, who said: “I was disappointed when you gave up 
the idea of becoming a minister. I think you would make 
a good one.” Today that man, now a minister, is in a 
position to influence thousands of people. Her word 
“fitly spoken” helped to change the course of his whole 
life and to widen the sphere of his influence. Perhaps 
she never thought of her words as “bringing others 
nearer to Christ,’ but 


“God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform, 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 


“Deep in unfathomable mines 

Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will.’ 


II. By a Living Example 
Not all men are called to be pastors, but all Chris- 
tians are called to be preachers, and all do preach even 
though they may not be conscious of the content or in- 
fluence of such preaching. 


When preaching is done by word of mouth, one man 
bearing testimony in words as to the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, especially as he has felt that person and 
work, he must know what he preaches. He must be- 
come the mouth-piece through which the Holy Spirit 
propels His message. But, even the man who is “slow 
of speech,’ who becomes tongue-tied whenever he seeks 
to express himself in words, becomes a preacher either 
for or against Jesus Christ by his life. It has been said 
with abundant truth that more people read the Gospel we 
live than the Gospel as written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
or John. Paul visualized it when he wrote to the Corin- 
thians, “You are living epistles, known and read of all 
men.” 

In a frontier settlement where the “going was tough” 
and ideals were too easily abandoned, one who strove to 
hold to his ideals said of another, “No one knows how 
much Mr. Blank means to us here. He goes about quiet- 
ly, but lives straight and shows unfailing faith in God. 
He helps the rest of us live as we ought.” 
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The story is told of Saint Francis of Assisi who 
Once approached a young monk who was very anxious 
to preach, saying, “Brother, let us go down into town 
and preach.” Gladly the young man consented, so the 
two went walking together, conversing as they went. 
They made a complete tour of the village and arrived 
back at the monastery. Completely surprised the young 
monk asked the aged Francis, “Father, when shall be 
begin to preach?” 

“My son,” this Saint replied, “we have been preach- 
ing; we were preaching while we walked. We have been 
observed by our fellows, our behaviour has been re- 
marked, and thus we have delivered a morning sermon. 
My child, it is of no use that we walk anywhere uniess 
we preach as we walk.” 

A fitting thought which we might carry with us day 
by day is, “I must live today so that my life will speak 
fon Christ,” 

No life can speak for Christ unless that life is lived 
in an intimate fellowship with Him. The enemies of the 
early Church could not account for the boldness of Peter 
and John in any other way than to “take knowledge that 
they had seen Jesus.” 


“A Persian fable says: One day 

A wanderer found a piece of clay, 

So redolent of perfume, 

Its odor scented all the room. 

‘What act thou?’ was the quick demand; 
“Art thou some gem of Samarcand? 

Or spikenard rare in rich disguise, 

Or other costly merchandise?’ 

‘Nay, I am but a piece of clay.’ 

“Then whence this wondrous sweetness, pray?’ 
‘Friend, if the secret I disclose, 

I have been dwelling with the rose’.” 


(Quoted from “The Upper Room,” Thursday, July 18, 1940) 


October 27, 1940 
Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity 


LUTHERAN SOCIAL MISSIONS 
Matthew 25 :31-46 

(By Rev. C. Franklin Koch, Executive Secretary, Board 

of Social Missions, New York City) 

“This is a period in which many men and women 
are thinking of social work in its various phases, and 
very often general social work and Christian social mis- 
sions are thought of as identical activities. While social 
work and social missions have some things in common, 
there are some fundamental and real differences between 
them. 


“Social missions are as broad as the seas and the 
universe and as narrow as the street on which one 
lives. Social missions is as broad as the world and as 
narrow as an individual. Social missions includes great 
and immense problems, and has for its concern the 
small, individual, personal problems of a single man. To 
define social missions very simply one might say that 
it is applying Christianity to those places and condi- 
tions in our community where Christianity is not now 
applied, or bringing Christianity where it is not now 
brought. Social missions is Christianity in action. When 
one believes certain things, one does certain other things, 
because he believes as he does. It is correct to say that 
the things one does reveal exactly what it is a man be- 
lieves. 
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“Christianity asks of us that we believe certain things 
and out of these things which we believe, such as our 
belief in God as Father, and Jesus as the Son of God, 
and Jesus as Friend and Saviour, and the Spirit of God 
as being in the earth, and the ultimate triumph of good- 
ness over evil—out of these things must come our ac- 
tions. Social missions has to do with these actions. It 
has to do with introducing God into the scheme of men’s 
thinking. It has to do with evangelization—it has to do 
with making this world Christian.’—(Article by Rev. 
Franklin J. Schweiger, “A Program for Christian 
Service.’’) 


Difference Between Social Work and 
Social Missions 

While not belittling in any sense the excellent work 
which is being done by many social workers, it is only 
the truth to state that there is a fundamental difference 
between social work and social missions. Social work is 
interested in ameliorating the lot of man; social mis- 
sions is concerned about the spiritual resources of man. 
Social work is interested in bettering the society in which 
the unfortunate victims live; social missions is inter- 
ested in making the whole social order Christian by 
bringing God into the social scheme of things. Both 
may work along similar lines, but one has its eye on the 
eternal verities and with the dynamic of the Master’s 
example back of it goes deeper into the needs of man. 


The Program of Social Missions in the 
United Lutheran Church 

The Church has committed the guidance of its con- 
gregations in social missions to the Board of Social 
Missions of The United Lutheran Church in America- 
This Board works in three areas of Christian service, 
namely: Evangelism, Inner Missions, and Social Action. 
It outlines programs, helps prepare literature, cooperates 
with other Christian and Lutheran Boards and Agencies - 
in seeking to fulfill its mission. 


Evangelism 

This department of social missions is becoming in- 
creasingly active in the Church. Last year its program 
of evangelism was used successfully by more than 1000 
congregations of our United Lutheran Church, and the 
outlook is that a much greater number will follow the 
plans, in whole or in part, during the winter of 1940-41. 
Basically the plan advocates the selection and training 
of lay-evangelists who will assist the pastor in the im- 
portant task of witnessing to the saving power of Jesus 
Christ. 

Inner Missions 

The inner mission field is very broad and gives op- 
portunity for many varied forms of Christian service. 
Some of this service is rendered through institutions or 
agencies as: Homes for the Aged, Orphanages, Hospices 
where board and room are provided in a homelike Chris- 
tian atmosphere at reasonable cost, hospitals, settlement 
houses, industrial missions, fresh-air camps, supervised 
recreational activities in decent environments, family 
welfare work, child-placing, etc. 

Some individuals are engaged in inner mission work 
either full-time or as part-time volunteers. Many of 
them work out of or through institutions or congrega- 
tions, others on their own personal initiative. Some of 
the services which may be performed by individuals are: 
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Calling on the sick, automobile service for the sick as 
transportation to Church, clinics, rides in the country; 
automobile transportation for the aged to Church and 
elsewhere; scrapbooks for children and shut-ins; as- 
sistance in family welfare work; the gathering of sup- 
plies for the needy; and the conducting of religious 
services in jails, hospitals, etc. The field of inner mis- 
sions is limited only by your imagination and the world’s 
needs. 

Every congregation should have a Social Missions 
Committee, one of whose functions should be to intelli- 
gently direct the inner mission program of that congre- 
gation. Sometimes the very multiplicity of needs pre- 
vents their efficiently being met. 

Social Action 

Again this form of Christian service may be either 
individual or group. If individual, it is done best by a 
person of tact, patience, ability and influence, though 
every Christian citizen has the right and, we believe, 
the duty to make his influence felt for or against any 
legislation, community or political activity, institution or 
agency, which he feels, after investigation, is either bene- 
ficial or harmful to the community. 

One of the first and most important steps in social 
action is for Christian people to know whereof they 
speak or act. Study groups or forums, or both, having 
as their objectives to survey the community and to list 


its needs and opportunities, and how well or how poorly 
they are being met are increasingly imperative in our 
world today. Leadership backed by factual material may 
win out; leadership unsupported by evidence of need or 
wrong-doing too often is a hindrance. It might be wise 
for every congergation to undertake a survey of its 
community, whether restricted to the community con- 
tiguous to the Church or city-wide, to ascertain the un- 
churched, the “sore spots,’ the resources of the com- 
munity, its opportunities for Christian social action, 

Some cities have “Leagues for Civic Righteousness,” 
as Lancaster, Pennsylvania, which exert a tremendous 
influence in preventing and removing vicious influences 
from the community—as gambling, unregulated taverns, 
improper magazines, etc. Conversely such leagues offer 
splendid opportunities for constructive service in the 
field of greater opportunities for safe and well-directed 
playgrounds, for recreational privileges for all ages, 
for adult-education groups, for the building of a finer 
community spirit. Let us remember that all social ac- 
tion is not critical; much of it may and should be highly 
constructive. 

Again we revert to the motive. The motive of all 
Lutheran Social Mission work must be the evangeliza- 
tion of the world, the reclaiming of those souls for 
whom Christ died, and without whom they continue in 
their sin and misery. 


The United Lutheran Church in the Field of Philately 


Bew Patten Weidt and William C. J. Weidt 


Hundreds of thousands of stamp-collecting fans 
throughout the United States, many of them perhaps 
wholly unacquainted with the Lutheran Church and its 
work, will have a chance to be introduced to it by the 
Omaha Convention in October. 

“What's the connection between a Church conclave 
and stamp collecting?” Simply bringing together a well- 
established and far-flung interest in a branch of this 
popular hobby and the outstanding events or sequences 
in such a convention which lend themselves readily to 
being called to attention on the outside of an ordinary 
envelope. 

The medium is the “cachet’—a souvenir envelope or 
“cover,” imprinted with a distinctive design showing, 
or symbolizing, the event that is being observed. 

Former conventions of The United Lutheran Church 
in America have used such covers on a modest scale. At 
Omaha the Publicity Committee will sponsor a series 
of three envelopes, with designs printed in color; with 
a particular stamp; with the post-mark of the convention 
city applied on the date and at the approximate hour of 
the event; all calculated to add to the interest of the 
design and to increase the desirability of these envelopes 
for collectors. 

The first cover in the series will be released on the 
official opening day, Thursday, October 10th, at about 
nine-fifteen in the morning. It will carry a “stuffing 
sheet” bearing an official greeting from the president of 
the Church, Rev. Dr. Frederick H. Knubel, and an ex- 
planation of the design. The stamp will be the “Pony 
Express” issue which appeared recently. 
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The second cover will mark the “mass meeting for 
youth” to be held Sunday afternoon, October 13th. 
Again, there will be a “stuffing sheet” with the interpre- 
tation of the design, and a statement edited by Rev. 
F. Eppling Reinartz, in the nature of a ‘‘follow-up” of 
the Church-wide series of the two hundred twenty youth 
meetings being held throughout the U. L. C. A. this 
Fall. These covers will be franked with the “Printing 
Press” anniversary stamp, its significance for the cover 
lying in the consistent use of the printing medium by 
the Lutheran Church, beginning with Luther himself, 

The third cover, marking the closing day, Wednes- 
day, October 16th, will indicate the wide-spread fields of 
home mission endeavor of our Church by calling atten- 
tion to one of our western-most missions (Central 
Church, Seattle, Wash.) and the two-centuries-old 
Hebron Church at Madison, Virginia. These covers will 
be released simultaneously from Omaha, Seattle and 
Madison. The copy for the “stuffing sheet” to accom- 
pany this cachet has been written by Rey. Dr. Earnest 
A. Trabert of California. It will carry the “Golden 
Gate” stamp issued in 1939. 

These covers will have value not only as convention 
souvenirs, but for the information they broadcast about 
the Church. Anyone interested may obtain them by 
sending five cents each (twenty-five cents for the set 
of five), to “Cachets, U. L. C. A.,” Hotel Fontenelle, 
Omaha, Nebraska. A limited number of the first issue 
will bear the original signature of Dr. F. H. Knubel. 
These are obtainable at an advanced price, through the 
above address. 
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PITTSBURGH SYNOD, TEXAS, 


INDIANA, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


ACTIVITIES OF ALL KINDS 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
First Luther League Convention of the Pittsburgh Synod 
History was made at Wilkinsburg, July 22 and 23, for the youth 
of the Pittsburgh Synod met in their first Luther League Conven- 
tion at that time. One hundred and delegates and twenty- 
five visitors registered, representing the six conferences on the Pitts- 


twelve 


burg Synod territory. Two hundied and forty-four attended the 
banquet on Monday evening. 

The theme of the convention was “Four Dimensions in the 
Luther League.’ The convention was formally opened on Monday 
morning by our beloved Chaplain, Rev. John Nycum, Jr., and our 
esteemed President, Carl Biesecker. At the morning session reports 
of the officers and committee chairmen were read and business trans- 
acted. The session closed with Quiet Moments conducted by the 
Chaplain. His theme was “Backward Looking But Forward Moving.” 

On Monday afternoon the Mayor, Pastor Loci Dr. A. W. Stein- 
furth, Wilbur Stairs, and Roy Henrickson welcomed us to Wilkins- 
burg. We were told that the city and church were ours for the two 
days of the convention and their actions certainly proved that their 
words were true, for we were given a hearty welcome and everything 
that could possibly be done for our comfort was done by the local 
committee At this session we had our first dimension, ‘“‘Looking 
Back. he program committee had asked the four men in the 


been presidents of the Luther League 
history of the Luther League. 


Pittsburgh Synod who had 
of Pennsylvania, to tell us of the past 


Mr. C. W. H. Hess was present but Mr. William McNair, Mr. 
C. W. Fuhr and Mr. D. A. Kommel were unable to be present be- 
cause of working conditions, so Hazel Nannah, the Executive Secre- 


tary, attempted to tell of some of the history of the Luther League 


of Pennsylvania since 1924. With such a glorious history as the 
Luther League of Pennsylvania has had, we as Luther Leaguers 
of this good old Keystone State have a great challenge before us, 
if we follow in the footsteps of our predecessors. With our past 


reputation and our hope in the future, we can not and will not stop 


now, but will go on to win greater victories for Christ and His 
Kingdom. 
Rev. Claney discussed the topic, “At The Cross Roads.” He 


said that we had come to the cross roads, one road went to Jericho 
and one to Jerusalem. Were we going to take the easy road to 
Jericho or the Jesus road to Jerusalem? It is up to each one of us 
individually which read we will choose, but Rev. Claney said that he 
hoped and prayed that each ome of us would choose the road Jesus 
took to Jerusalem. 


Rev. William J. Ducker, Associate Secretary of The Luther 
League of America, presented the program of the Luther League at 
this time. He challenged the youth to give all for Christ and His 
Heavenly Kingdom and not be like the youth of Europe who are 
giving everything they have, even their lives, for an carthly king or 
dictator. 


During the Quiet Moments Nycum chose for his theine, 
“Challenge and Conquest.’’ He said that Conviction, Courage and 
Confidence go hand in hand and youth must have all three to be 
successful. 


At 6:30 P. M. 


Rev. 


Monday the ladies of the church served a 
sumptuous banquet. We were sorry that thirty-five Leaguers could 
not enjoy the meal with us but had to go across the street to the 
Y. W. C. A. where they were served and then came back for the 
fellowship, group-singing and the speaking. 


Rev. Lauffenberger as toastmaster, and Kay Gleasner as 
leader, kept the group happy all evening. Then Rey. John Kinds- 
vatter, in his inimitable way, had the group laughing at his jokes 
and then in a moment went from the ridiculous to the sublime, as 


only he can do, and brought the Leaguers another message that they 


song 


will not soon forget. He had for his theme the second dimension, 
“Looking Forward.” He said that we look forward and get the 


vision with the eye but it takes the hand to accomplish that vision. 


On Tuesday morning we had our Departmental Discussion 
Groups, at which time each secretary presented his or her part of 
the Luther League program. After this the Leaguers went in to the 
church auditorium for the business session and the Quiet Moments. 
Nycum chose as his subject, “What It Means To Follow 
Jesus.” 


Rev. 


In the afternoon the Educational, Missionary, Life Service, In- 
termediate and Sustaining Membership Secretari presented their 
work to the whole convention. Dr. Bagger, our Synodical Presi- 
dent, and Rev. Shepfer, the President-elect, brought greetings from 
the Synod. They both reminded the Luther Leaguers that the world 
of today is watching its youth to see what they will do. Rev. 
Ducker presented the third dimension, ‘‘Looking In.” He said that 
we must examine our hearts and be ready to surrender all and move 
forward for Christ and His Kingdom. 

At the Quiet Moments the Chaplain 
Ye Do These Things.” He based his 
Van Dyke’s 


chose for his theme, “If 
talk around this poem of 


First Annual Convention of Luther League of the Pittsburgh Synod, July 22, 23, 1940 


Twenty-six 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“Four things a man should learn to do, 
If he would make his record true; 

To think without confusion clearly 

To love his fellow-men sincerely ; 

To act from unselfish motives purely 
To trust in God and Heaven securely.” 


At the evening Vesper Service a check for $156.24 was pre- 
sented to Rev. Ducker, the representative of The Luther League 
of America, for the Boys’ School in Liberia, Africa. 


Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Life Service Secretary, dedicated the 
new Life Service Flag to Mr. Charles W. Fuhr. Mr. Fuhr has been 
an active Luther Leaguer all his life and has served the Luther 
League and the Church in many capacities. Rev. Obenauf conse- 
crated the new stars on the flag. 


Dr. E. Maclay Gearhardt, of Luther Memorial Church, Erie, 
Presented the fourth dimension, ‘‘Looking Around.’’ He said that 
the world needs its youth. Germany wants its youth for cannon 
fodder, but the Christian Church wants its youth to carry the 
gospel of Jesus to every land and to all people. The challenge is 
here—will the Youth of the Church accept this challenge? He 
urged all to be true to their confirmation vows and when becom- 
ing discouraged with the cares and toils of this world, they should 
go back to their Bibles, from them they will gain courage and 
strength to do each day’s work as it comes. 

The service closed with the Candlelight Installation Service at 
which time the following officers were installed by the Chaplain ; 
President, Carl Beisecker; Secretary, Louise Snyder; Assistant 
Secretary, Esther Hollingsworth; Treasurer, Carl Lindquist; Statis- 
tician, Ruthie Crawford; Executive Secretary, Hazel Nannah; Edu- 
cational Secretary, Mildred Gergenske; Missionary Secretary, Lydia 
Zundel; Life Service Secretary, Rev. P. F. Obenauf; Extension 
Chairman, William Pfister. The presidents of each of the six Con- 
ference Leagues were installed as members of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Thus closed the first convention of the Luther League of the 
Pittsburgh Synod. Every Leaguer went home from that convention 
feeling as if they had been in the mountain tops receiving inspira- 
tion and that it was good for them to have been at the convention. 
But like the disciples we can not always stay in the mountains; 
we must go down into the valleys of our Local Leagues and Con- 
ference Leagues, for there is work for each one of us to do and the 
fields are white unto the harvest. 


HAZEL E. NANNAH, Executive Secretary 


More News of the Pittsburgh Synod 


Homestead Leaguers are justly proud of the new bulletin board 
which members of their organization erected and placed in front of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Homestead. 


Members of Branch 3 (formerly Branch 8) held a rousing 
second annual picnic at North Park, Pittsburgh, on August 3. 

Of special interest to all members of the Pittsburgh Synod is 
the marriage of Roy Hendrickson, President of the Central Confer- 
ence, and Miss Ruth Durst, both of whom are well known and 
well loved for their untiring activities on behalf of the League. The 
ceremony took place July 24 in the Messiah Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Homestead. 

The Greensburg Conference held its annual summer fellowship 
meeting the evening of August 16, at a camp in the Laurel Moun- 
tains. Rev. Raymond C. Lauffenburger of Delmont, was the speaker 
for the evening. Rev. Luther, of Ruffsdale, as the fellowship chap- 
lain, opened the meeting with an inspirational devotional period. 
Following devotions a campfire fellowship was held at which songs 
were sung and marshmallows roasted. 


ESTHER HOLLINGSWORTH, Publicity Chairman 


TEXAS 


The Twentieth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas took place in Cuero, on July 
20, 21, with St. Mark’s Lutheran congregation as host. Seventy- 
four delegates, one hundred twenty-seven visitors and seven pastors 
registered, making a total of two hundred and twenty-five in attend- 
ance, 

Banquet 

The convention opened officially on Saturday, July 20th, with a 
banquet at the club house of the Cuero Municipal Park. Rey. A. A. 
Hahn, the sponsor of the Synodical Young People’s work, stood 
guard with a huge war club as a gavel. Outstanding among the 
items on the program were the addresses by Rev. Dr. Fred Wieg- 
man of Midland College, and Rev. Fred Bloch of Oklahoma City. 
A number of Leagues presented skits, pageants, plays and readings. 
The music was taken care of by the Leaguers. 


The Sunrise Communion 
On Sunday morning at six o’clock, a large number of the 
Leaguers gathered in St. Mark’s beautiful new church to receive 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. A spirit of deep devotion was 
sensed among the worshippers. 
The church is so constructed that on each side, high above the 
altar, is a window. Through these two portals the morning sun cast 
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its soft light against the Cross, from which it diverged in a myriad 
of shining rays throughout all the church. The joyful notes from 
the organ lent their celestial beauty towards providing a fitting back- 
ground for the sacredness of the occasion. Even our hymnals seemed 
to vibrate in accord with the hearts of three hundred souls which had 
come to hold Communion with their Maker. As we left the Table of 
the Lord, we went away strengthened in the faith, to witness for 
God, here and abroad. 


The Business Session 

The firm convictions of the members of the State Luther League 
were apparent at the business meeting which was held from 8:30 to 
10:15 in the Parish Hall. 

After debating at length over the best possible policy for the 
State League to adopt in order to provide the most equitable serv- 
ice for ourselves and the National League; and after debating at 
equal length on the subject of the constitution, the time of the 
business session drew to a close. 

During the short business session in the afternoon, results of 
the election of officers were announced as follows: President, Philip 


Wahlberg, Grace Church, Houston; Vice-President, Frank Kuse, 
First English, Austin; Recording Secretary, Miss Marie Wunder- 
lich, Grace, Houston; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Dorothy 


Kessler, St. Luke’s, San Antonio; Treasurer, Miss Maxine Gebert, 
Philadelphia Church, Swiss Alp; Member-at-Large for a term of 
three years, Albert Lippe, Trinity, Miles; Member-at-Large for a 
term of two years, Miss Bernice Pantel, St. Luke’s, Schroeder. 
The appointed officers and secretaries are: Educational Secretary, 
Jack Labouseur; Missionary Secretary, Miss Gertrude Henneke; 
Life Service Secretary, Miss Dolores Knape; Sustaining Membership 


Secretary, Walter Rapp; Intermediate Secretary, Mrs. Anna Mae 
Bennetzen; and Activities Secretary and Reporter, Miss Marjorie 
Pitts. 


The Morning Service 

We were very much disappointed that the car from far off 
Vernon, Texas, could not arrive because of trouble along the way. 
Rev. John Kern of Vernon, was scheduled to preach at the morning 
service. However, a very gracious offer was made by Dr. Fred 
Wiegman of Midland College, to take on this added duty, and Dr. 
Wiegman stepped into the breach most acceptably. He preached an 
inspiring sermon on the theme of the convention, ‘The World of 
Tomorrow.” He pointed out that the challenge which faces the 
youth of the Church today is to go forth and witness for Christ 
both at home and abroad; and although at times defeat would seem 
imminent, there was always a process of “sifting and strengthening 
which led to success.’’ Everyone who heard this inspiring speaker 
caught a clearer view of the Church of tomorrow. 


The Afternoon Session 

Following the recreation period at the park most of the Leaguers 
returned to St. Mark’s to hear some more good things from Dr. 
Wiegman. His talk followed a short business session. He spoke on 
the usefulness of the Bible in any age and its power to meet any 
obstacle. He pointed out that the Bible was as up-to-date now as 
ever before; that it is not an antiquated book, but is capable of 
providing the solution to any problem which we might face today. 


Rev. Frederick H. Bloch, representative of The Luther League 
of America, brought a three-fold message to the youth of our Church. 
First, he pointed out the value of the various reading courses which 
are distributed by the national organization; secondly, he stressed 
the need for Life Service in the work of the Church as a whole; 
and lastly he pointed out the challenge which faces The Luther 
League of America, that is, the dire need for medical and spiritual 
assistance in our African Mission. 


Next Year 
The convention for 1941 will be held in the First English 
Lutheran Church, Austin. The annual fall rally will be held at 
Grace Church, Houston. 


FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
OF THE MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
AND THE ADJACENT STATES 


“Three great days in Allentown for Luther Leaguers” truly 
marked the First Convention of the Luther League of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania and the Adjacent States. More than 700 
Luther Leaguers partook of the bountiful fruits of a most success- 
ful, inspiring, educational and enjoyable convention which opened 
Wednesday afternoon, July 17th and continued through Friday, 
July 19th, in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Allentown, Pa, Rev. 
Wm. C. Schaeffer, Jr., D.D., pastor. " 

The convention theme, very appropriate for a first convention, 
was “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God.” 

“Seeking Through Learning” 

Over 600 Luther Leaguers assembled in the Egner-Hartzell 
Memorial Chapel at Muhlenberg College for the first evening session 
of the convention. Rev. A. Charles R. Keiter, D.D., pastor of 
Salem Lutheran Church, Lebanon, in his address, “Seeking Through 
Learning,” pointed out that “It is not enough to know the facts, 
the objectives, and the past achievements of God’s Kingdom. These 
facts must lead to reflection on the significance and conduct of that 
Kingdom today. They must set us to thinking on how and when 
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and where His rule may be applied to modern needs and situations 
. then it is when God’s purpose begins to grip us, when our 
training begins to assert itself, when we begin to do something real 


and tangible for His Kingdom. 

At the close of the service and after a tour of the various col- 
lege buildings, a reception was tendered the delegates and visitors 
on the college campus. 


“Seeking Through Giving” 

Thursday evening’s session marked the climax of the three-day 
convention. The occasion was the first, and long to be rememberec, 
annual banquet with more than 700 Leaguers present. The prin- 
cipal speaker at the banquet, held in Castle Garden, Dorney Park, 
was Rey. Harold S. Miller, pastor of Incarnation Lutheran Church, 
Brooklyn, New York. Rev. Miller, in his address on the subject, 
“Seeking Through Giving,” pointed out that seeking the Kingdom 
of God through giving means both ‘a “giving up” and a “giving 
out” of certain things through which he urged the Leaguers to re- 
nounce all impurities, the uncharitable word and the indecent act 
and to bestow upon others their individual possessions—wealth, talent 
and life. 

“Seeking Through Living” 

A candlelight installation service for the newly-elected officers of 
the synodical Luther League at the close of a vesper service in the 
auditorium of the beautiful, new St. John’s Church marked the 
close of the convention. More than 500 Leaguers heard Rev. Conrad 
Wilker, D.D., pastor of St. Michael’s Church, Allentown, deliver 
the address, “Seeking Through Living,’ in which he expressed the 
need for more consecrated Luther Leaguers in the present chaotic 
day when millions throughout the world are without the benefit of 


religion. Dr. Wilker challenged the Leaguers to seek the Kingdom 
through Christian living—‘‘Jesus Christ, Who goes before you to- 
day, commands you to lead ‘Illumined Lives’ not with the 


brilliance of personal thought, but with the mind of Christ within 
to give light to the world . . . ‘directed lives’ as followers of Christ 
being guided in motive and purpose and action by the Holy Spirit. 

and lives that are ‘well-pleasing’—not to personal profit, but 
as servants of the most high engaged in a labor of love.” 


“Walking With God’ 

Our convention chaplain was Rev. Francis R. Edwards, pastor 
of St. John’s Church, Wilkes-Barre. Pointing out that we are meet- 
ing in a day “when violence is the only force man is interested in,” 
Rev. Edwards reminded us of ‘‘a force that is not violence’—a force 
that is “generated only by men who live of affirmation and demon- 
stration of communion with God.” It was this force upon which 
he based his meditations during the five Quiet Moments sessions of 
the convention. Deliberating upon God’s willingness and readiness 
to walk with us and entreating us to seek God’s friendship and 
enter upon a life which is described as “walking with God,” Rey. 
Edwards pointed out that ‘‘as the Christian walks with God in 
faith, humility and obedience, he enters into the divine way of life 
which brings happiness of soul no matter what the outward condi- 
tions of life might be’ and that “when at last his life on this 
earth is over, having walked with God in the Now, he shall share 
the eternal joy of the Hereafter.” 


Our Intermediates 

Rev. William J. Ducker, Associate Secretary of The Luther 
League of America, speaking at the Intermediate Convention, Thurs- 
day morning, in St. Michael’s Church, challenged the 161 Inter- 
mediates of the 206 Leaguers in attendance to enlist in God’s serv- 
ice—aspire to citizenship in the Kingdom of God. “It is a costly 
service which you are called upon to render in the service of your 
God and King. It will require exacting training during the days 
of your youth. You must prepare for citizenship in the Kingdom,”’ 
Rev. Ducker declared, ‘‘for such citizenship will lay exacting de- 
mands upcn us. We must live and work for Christ the King with 
a devotion and unselfishness unknown in the world of human affairs.” 

The Intermediates’ Day at convention reached its climax when 
235 Leaguers gathered in the gymnasium of St. John’s Church <o 
enjoy the first Intermediate Luncheon. Highly commendable also 
was the presentation of the pageant, ‘“‘Adventuring With Christ 


Through the Intermediate Luther League,” by the Intermediates of 
the Allentown Conference during the afternoon session at the gen- 
eral convention. 


Additional Highlights 


Additional highlights of the convention included a Fellowship 
Breakfast, Thursday morning, with 150 Leaguers in attendance; a 
Bible forum: ‘Studying Our New Testament,’’ with Rev. Phares 
G. Beer, D.D., Allentown, in charge; a tour of the Allentown park 
system; the departmental discussion groups; the dedication of the 
new Life Service Flag and the discussion groups session on “Youth 
Problems” including deliberation on “The Marriage Problem,” “The 
Moral Problem,” ‘Recreation,’ “Democracy” and ‘The Christian 
Faith.” 

Newly-elected Officers 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Earl C. Punchard, Philadelphia; First Vice-President, Kenneth 
Hildebrand, Wilkes-Barre; Second Vice-President, Luther Killian, 
Lancaster; Recording Secretary, Miss Viola Wilt, McAlisterville; 
Assistant Secretary, Miss Doris Peoples, Maple Shade, New Jersey; 
Treasurer, E. James Houseberg, Bangor; Executive Secretary, Miss 
Anna M. Schlegel, Allentown. Members-at-Large: Eugene Geiger, 
Center Square; Franklin L. Brobst, Mahanoy City; William Bew- . 
ley, Reading; and Rudolph Grosskurt, Philadelphia. 


The departmental secretaries include: Educational, Miss Ruth 
Dilliplane, Reading; Missionary, Miss Dorothy Phillips, Phillips- 
burg, New Jersey; Life Service, Miss Ruth E. Niemeyer, Pittston; 
Intermediate, Mrs. Elizabeth Turkheimer, Philadelphia; Sustaining 
Membership, Miss Helen Wiley, Philadelphia; Extension, Luther 
Killian, Lancaster, and Publicity, Francis K. Kline, Emmaus. 


The first Presidents’ Conference of the Synodical League was 
held September 14th and 15th, in Allentown, Pa. 


Forthcoming events of our synodical organization include a 
Workers’ Conference, Saturday, October 5th, at Reading, Pa., and 
the Synodical-wide Thanksgiving rallies in the latter part of No- 
vember, 

FRANCIS K. KLINE, Publicity Chairman 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


The attendance at monthly meetings of the district executive 
committee has made it necessary to meet in the churches of our 
district. It is hoped that ali future meetings will be held in First 
Church, Los Angeles, which is central in location and comfortably 
equipped for our meetings. Attendance averages between thirty 
and forty Leaguers. 


Plans are under way for participation in the Golden Jubilee 
celebration of the California Synod in May, 1941, A Luther League 
Rally will be part of the celebration. A history of the district is 
being prepared for the historical booklet for the Anniversary. The 
entire celebration will be held in First Church, Los Angeles, where 
Rev. F. J. Weertz has been filling the pulpit. 


The regular quarterly convention was held in Phoenix, Arizona, 
for the first time in the history of the district. This is a distance 
of well over 400 miles from Los Angeles. Rev. Allen and his con- 
gregation were splendid hosts to the Leaguers. A soft ball game 
between the District All Stars and the Phoenix Church team at- 
tracted much attention. The convention was held over Labor Day. 
Temperatures in Phoenix are ‘‘unusual’’ if they don’t exceed the 
century mark. (100° to you.) 


A group of Southern California Leaguers meeting under the 
name of “Screw Ballers” are planning to attend the national con- 
vention in Canada next July. Plans are being made (and by the 
time you read this, we hope they will have materialized) for a trip 
by the Extension Committee to visit the San Diego League. 


One Church in Southern California has had the age grouping 
suggested by the new program, in effect for some time. It is First 
Church, Glendale, California, which has three Leagues. If you are 
coming to Southern California, look up one of our churches and 
come to church and League. We want to meet you. 


—HOWARD L. LOGAN 


First Annual Convention of the Luther League of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and the Adjacent States, Allentown, Pa., July 17-19, 1940 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


INDIANA 


The Luther League of In- 
diana held their 43rd Annual 
Convention at Oakwood Park, 
Lake Wawasee, near Syracuse, 
July 14, 15. The importance of 
Christ’s meaning to the youth 
of today was evidenced by the 
fact that four hundred  sixty- 
seven young people from Indiana 
attended the opening service, 
held in the Tabernacle on the 
grounds of the convention. 

The opening service was in 
charge of Rev. Henry C. Stoll- 
dorf, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Lafayette, 
who served as the Liturgist and 
Chaplain of the convention. The 
Young People’s Choir of St. 


Mark’s Lutheran Church, Au- 
burn, rendered two anthems— 
“God Shall Wipe Away All 


Tears,” by Cara Roma and Wil- 


liam J. Reddick, and “He, 
Watching Over Israel.’’ from 
“Elijah,” by Mendelssohn. 

ya Ys endelssohn PAUL JOERS 

Rev. Grover E. Swoyer, : 

4 f President, 

D.D., S.T.M., pastor of First onthe Ten eT ndiatia 
Lutheran Church, Mansfield, ae ee oan 


Ohio, addressed the convention, 

basing his sermon on the theme of the convention, “Jesus Calls Us” 
and choosing as his subject, “Jesus Calls Us—Above the Tumult of 
the World” and using as his text, “Be Still and Know That I Am 
God,” and from the New Testament, “This Is My Beloved Son In 
Whom I Am Well Pleased, Hear Ye Him.” 


Dr. Swoyer developed his theme with the voice of Jesus who 
says, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do” 
coming to us above the voices of the world in tumult, voices of 
“might makes right,’’ voices of machines and death and destruction 
in war, above the voices of sin and evil by which bodies are broken, 
nerves burned, minds ruined and the soul lost, and above the voice 
of irreligion and atheism with which the world is in tumult today. 
High above the voices of tumult God says, ‘Be still and know that 
I am God,” and we can answer in the words of the Hymn, ‘“‘Have 
Thine Own Way, Lord, Have Thine Own Way.” 

The Monday morning session was opened by Rev. Henry C. 
Stolldorf, Chaplain. Rev. Walter M. Wick, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Batesville, addressed the convention on “Jesus 
Calls Us—From the Worship of Things’ with the thought of the 
call from the things of the world—from the worship of worldly 
possessions, from the worship of persons, from the worship of self, 
from the worship of false ideals and the power of fear, and warned 
“steer a straight course to gold or God, one or the other.” 

Byron W. Faust, Extension Secretary, gave his report and 
formally acknowledged the new membership of eight Luther Leagues 
with a total of 144 members. An interesting sidelight, that of the 
new Leagues accepted into membership, St. Paul’s, Batesville, with 
a membership of fifty, under the constant guidance of Rev. Wick, 
is one of the outstanding Leagues in the southern part of the state. 
Although the church itself is not a member, as yet, of the Indiana 
Synod, the League is working in complete accord and it is hoped 
that in the very near future, the church itself will become affiliated 
with the state organization. 

The reports of the officers in their order, were presented and 
voted upon, with the resolutions and recommendations being turned 
over to the resolutions committee. 

Mr. Joers introduced Rev. Joseph W. Frease, of Columbus, 
Ohio, Executive Secretary of the Luther League of Ohio and a 
member of the Executive Committee of The Luther League of 
America. He addressed the convention on the functioning of the 
National Luther League program, using a chart indicating the or- 
ganization and the part that the individual Luther League takes in 
its work. 

The Monday afternoon devotions were in charge of the chap 
lain. Rey. Richard Trojan, pastor of St. Luke’s, Fort Wayne, and 
famous for his ‘hymn sings” over radio station WOWO, sang ‘‘How 
Lovely Are Thy Dwellings.” Rev. Stolldorf spoke on the thought 
of complete surrender to Jesus’ call. There must be more than 
following. The devotions were concluded with the hymn, ‘Oh, 
Love That Will Not Let Us Go.” 

The following resolutions and recommendations were adopted: 

Be It Resolved That: 

1. We express our appreciation to President Paul D. Joers, 
other officers, secretaries, committees and all other Leaguers whose 
untiring efforts have made possible the great steps we have taken in 
the promotion of Luther League work in the state of Indiana. 

2. We express our appreciation to Rev. H. C. Stolldorf, Rev. 
Grover E. Swoyer, Rev. Walter M. Wick and Rev. Joseph W. 


Frease for their inspirational contributions to the success of this 
convention. 
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3. We express our appreciation to the Auburn Choir, Rev. 
R. H. Trojan, Mrs. Alice Root and all others who have rendered 
their services at the Vesper and Devotional services. 

4. The Luther League of Indiana pay to The Luther League 
of America the national dues for 1940 as apportioned, payments to 
be made at the discretion of the Treasurer, in accordance with the 
income, 

5. The By-Laws of the Luther League of Indiana be amended 
as to read in Article V, Section 3, “‘The dues from each Intermedi- 
ate active member shall be twenty-five cents (25c) per year.” 

6. We recommend that the individual Leagues keep in touch 
with the state and national organizations, studying the literature 
and publications and generally rounding the building of a local pro- 
gram which will dovetail into the state and national curricula. 

7. That the official publication of the Luther League of Indi- 
ana, “The Sentinel,’’ be published quarterly. 

8. “The Sentinel’? be continued another year and that during 
this coming year we recommend each organization endeavor to give 
their full support to the editing and publishing of the publication, 
offering constructive criticism on the publication. 

9. We recommend that each local unit appoint a “reporter” to 
mail at regular intervals, news about their own organization’s ac- 
tivities, such as special services, parties and other social functions, 
both private and public. Said items to be mailed to the Editor, 

10. We recommend special emphasis be made concerning the 
support of the local Leagues, in seeing that copies of ‘‘The Sentinel’’ 
are placed in the hands of their members. 

11. We recommend that the pastor of every Leagueless Church 
in our Indiana Synod challenge himself to form a League in his 
parish prior to January 1, 1941, 

12. We recommend that every established Luther League in- 
crease its membership by at least 10% in the coming year, thusly 
bringing that many more servants into His Church. 

13. We recommend wherever weakening Luther League might 
exist, the pastor and Luther League members exert their every 
effort to revive and rebuild their group into an active, God-pledged, 
true Christian group. 

14. We recommend that each local and district League appoint 
a Missionary Secretary, if one has not previously been appointed, 
and that the name and address of secretary be sent as soon as pos- 
sible to state Missionary Secretary. 

15. We recommend that each district present the playlet, ‘The 
Sympathetic Touch” before the end of the year. 

16. We recommend that the articles appearing in the ‘‘Luther 
League Review” be read and discussed in the local Leagues. 

17. We recommend that each League meet its quota for the 
Missionary Objective as soon as possible. 

18. We recommend that there be a Mission Study class once 
a month. 

19. A By-Law be inserted 
pastoral advisors. 

20. Every member strive to bring the attendance at the next 
convention to the 500 mark since we were so close this year. 

21. Every Leaguer attending the convention make an earnest 
effort to attend all sessions of the convention and give his or her 
undivided attention to the speaker on the floor. 

22. The next convention be held at Oakwood Park, Lake 
Wawasee, July 1941. 

The Credentials Committee reported a total registration of 105 
delegates, an increase of 24% over last year. 

Officers elected were as follows: President, Paul D. Joers; 
Vice-President, Rev. Walter M. Wick; Secretary, Esther Emrick; 
Corresponding Secretary, Neola Myers; Treasurer, Marie Wetzel. 

Rev. Joseph W. Frease addressed the group on “Jesus Calls 
Us—Through the Discipline of Trials,’ calling upon the Christian 
Luther Leaguers not to despair in times of trouble, when faith is 
being tried with fire. God never destroys until the last recourse. 
Ask yourself, “Am I being corrected?” ‘Does God want me to 
turn about?” “Is He testing my faith?” ‘Is it a means of growth?” 
The Christian should accept His troubles as stepping stones and an 
a'd to spiritual living. 

At the closing session Rev. Homer E. Turney, D.D., President 
of the Indiana Synod, formally installed the newly-elected officers. 

The last session of the convention, in the form of a banquet, 
was held in the dining room of the Hotel Oakwood, with an at- 
tendance of 210. Rev. Wick served as toastmaster; officers, new and 
old, were introduced and called upon for a few short remarks. 


‘ 


in the constitution requiring two 


Dr. Grover E. Swoyer spoke, giving his final message to the 
Luther Leaguers assembled, using as his subject, ‘‘Jesus Calls Us 
—To a Complete Obedience.’’ He emphasized the point that com- 
plete obedience means that we cannot do just as we please, that 
we are not free, for the free can do nothing. The person who is 
free is really the most bound. The ways to complete obedience lie 
in prayer, praise, pleading and practice. The democracy of God 
gives us freedom, freedom to live for God and our country. In the 
course of his address he gave out the challenge to the Leaguers 
that if they wish their own churches blessed, to give to the out- 
side causes of God and put it up to the Leagues to go back to their 
churches with the idea of promoting Benevolence Giving, 

‘The convention closed with the benediction by Rev. Albert H. 
Keck, D.D., of Gary, Vice-President of Synod. 


FREDERICK W. ANDERSON, Publicity Director 
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Financia Reports 


The last three months of 1940 should bring an 
immediate response to the meeting of all financial obli- 
gations. 


How does your group stand in these objectives? 


DUES REPORT 
September 9, 1940 


Senior Intermediate 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
10—Northern California $27.00 $27.00 $11.25 $11.25 
Southern California ...... 75.00 45.00 18.75 
Columbia District ........ 34.00 5.00 ; 
Connecticut Pisces cleies:ste's e's 58.50 29.25 37.50 18.75 
B—Ploridal)) cise ssieis\s= 8s) 41.25 41.25 8.25 8.25 
Georgia-Alabama 71.50 35.76 37.75 18.88 
LHC. Baocaade 231.25 225.00 60.00 36.75 
Pixidicinayy serccteuere<isisie 103.00 28.75 
S——Towa cc assists selene 131.00 131.00 35.25 35125 
KRiatisasie wt araiecetarsiecseaeretete 83.75 50.00 12.50 13.90 
4—Kentucky-Tennessee Doe a S5a75 10.75 10.75 
8—Maryland ........++.-- 296.75 296.75 90.50 90.50 
Michigan’) “cfiacinet see tere 64.75 49.00 37.25 18.00 
6—Midwest ......-+-s00> 90.00 90.00 Sy) 3:75 
Minnesota) | iecenvavels'ereieys sis) aie 70.00 . 31.25 
YSSISSIPPI dejeicleiejels einai slerere 20.00 13.25 
DNebraskaen tye verecti tess ceiers 96.50 48.26 16.00 8.00 
INGwe VETSey: fnlerereisiscvepetorersts HORUS 38.75 58.75 29.50 
INE NES oboggugucsacoon 421.75 210.88 291.25 145.63 
North) Carolina) 5. 30. «is. 638.25 478.71 245.00 183.75 
(OK GaGuriae ConnecacEo OU 343.75 257.85 56.25 42.21 
2—Pacific Northwest 47.00 47.00 11.25 11.25 
Pennsylvania : g 
Central Pennsylvania 646.50 323.28 228.50 114.30 
Ministerium é 312. 683.73 269.75 174.85 
Pittsburgh 6 132.44 87.75 29.28 
1—Rocky Mountain ..... 37.50 37.50 12.50 12.50 
11—South Carolina Sse 355.75 106.25 106.25 
IKSASE Bagiapanoardacanhon 108.00 28.45 18.50 1.30 
Witsutia mentees ate tects aiatorets 307.25 230.64 129.00 96.75 
7—West Virginia ........ 44.50 45.00 14.50 14.50 
O—Wisconsin .......000- 49.00 49.00 29.50 29.50 
Alberta Conference ...... 20.00 
So. Saskatchewan ........ 12.37 
$6,336.25 $4,088.62 $2,003.25 $1,265.60 
AFRICA PROJECT 
September 9, 1940 
Paid 
League Quota Senior Inter. 
Northern ‘California. <)ej00.+ 061 $50.00 
Southern California 265. ...-. 0. o 150.00 $24.67 
Columbia District) cries eleisiaiservale 65.00 
Connecticut, 3... panndbousecnac 100.00 48.95 
1) Gy iGE CsOdinGAGarinsauoe Se ononLS 50.00 19.50 $2.50 
Georgia-Alabamiasy icici 130.00 
3—lIllinois 330.00 353.50 9.00 
Indiana 175.00 40.00 10.00 
5—Iowa 125.00 148.25 
Kansas 140.00 116.45 
Kentucky-Tennes 70.00 41.63 
Maryland 520.09 422.94 50.55 
Michigan 125.00 51.35 3.00 
Midwest 135.00 53.14 
Minnesota 115.00 13.29 
MUSSISSID DIN Weis satererererstcteleidlokeederals 30.00 12.50 
iNebrasicaemeertorcmtesiecreisisriesatensy 100.00 80.00 
Pa N ewe Jerseys 1.c1ce clcteirntereiaietereta 195.00 196.03 30.43 
NG wh Ott (nesmeccese aeeniae a 720.00 329.52 50.00 
North a Carolinay ‘recite 1,100.00 348.10 51.90 
ORSOM anemia cktere ate ean nieeeee eras 555.00 135.00 
Pacific: Northwest, ajs\.j. ss serie 90.00 62.78 8.00 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Pennsylvania ........ 1,065.00 547.52 
Ministerium! Weis sess ie eile 2,150.00 $09.51 70.51 
Pittsburg bile texcaccipeuclelehe ters 655.00 160.84 
Rocky») Mountain va. ics memncasee 40.00 
South Carolina 640.00 274.26 45.74 
MEXAG Waele sere nines 180.00 78.95 
Virginia 505.00 17.05 1.67 
4—West Virgin 55.00 46.00 9.00 
2—Wisconsin 80.00 80.00 
Intermediate Rally—Long Beach 7.00 
CADSOAeRaratneaieinh slisivis afelniel el erlelals : 114.39 
Miscellaneous: *Siifer. atcrere nisi creieteiays 12.83 
Manitoba wectar scrser eines are celereve 30,00 
Nebraska-Midwest Special Off’g . 13.71 
$10,440.00 $4,271.27 $349.30 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to August 31, 1940 


League Quota 

Northern California.. $25.00 
Southern California... 50.00 
Columbia District 25.00 
Connecticuta kh... see 35.00 
Blorida. hefoerrtire soe 25.00 
Georgia-Alabama 50.00 
Eifingigy asteeie estos 150.00 
Endianatigos~ sence 65.00 
S3—LOWa cone ovcie ee ynyetere 65.00 
IRansastewcecridiiier 70.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 35.00 
1—Maryland 
Michigan : 
Midwest i 
Minnesota i 
Mississippi i 
Nebraska cj. eeasias ¢ 
2—New Jersey ..... 50.00 
New sVorkon cpman ene 300.00 
North Carolina ..... 400.00 
(Oe moncasptbo sods 230.00 
Pacific Northwest ... 30.00 
Pennsylvania : 

Central Penna. 415.00 

Ministerium ...... 840.00 

Pittsburohvewe eres 255.00 
Rocky Mountain 25.00 
South Carolina ..... 230.00 
Texas 70.00 
Virginia 225.00 
West Virginia ...... 30.00 
Wisconsin Sere ecinone 30.00 
Canadaie tierstetecatacieme 
Manitoba Dist, ae 
Specialleyjaece oud 


$2,039.72 


Alumni 
Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
$20. oi $15.00 $5.00 
rE 50 15.00 
4.00 
20.00 3.00 5.00 
5.00 17.00 50.00 
5.00 1.00 5.00 
21.65 9.00 37.80 
5.00 
10.00 5.00 
139.00 51.00 30.00 
5.00 1.00 
20.00 
2.00 
5.00 
5.00 
25.00 15.00 10.00 
75.00 31.00 57.50 
50.00 11.00 15.00 
27.10 2.00 
10.00 
133.00 143.00 85.00 
138.00 87.00 85.00 
31.00 23.00 35.00 
5.25 
65.00 50.00 10.00 
1.00 10.00 
60.00 49.25 36.00 
10.00 1.00 5.00 
5.00 4.00 5.00 
10.00 2.00 
5.67 
73.00 9.00 


$986.25 $536.50 $516.97 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
July-August, 1940 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 20 


Trinity Luther League, 


Long Beach 


Grace Luther League, Alhambra 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 1 


CONNECTICUT, 
First Luther 


FLORIDA, 


total 5 


total 4 


League, Waterbury 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 8 


ILLINOIS, total 28 
Marcena Kraemer 
Dorothy Vick 
Rey. Rudolph G. Schulz, 
Mrs. Rudolph G. Schulz, 
Stephen John Schulz 
Philip Hay Schulz 
Evelyn Ann Schulz 
Rey. Bruno Neumann 
Gladys Kjellen 
Gerald Powers 
Ruth Greve 
Henry Neal 
John W. Dameron 
Mrs. Harold Taft 
Robert Salzegeber 


INDIANA, total 3 


Jr. 


Jr. 


Northwest District Luther League 


IOWA, total 12 
Maxine Peterson 
Nola Berger 
Alvin H. Schaediger, 
William Fahy 
Rev. A. M. Simonsen 
Viola Wass 
Rev. C. V. Tambert 
Virginia* Wirt 
Ella Lund 


By Luther League of Iowa 


Luther Leagues and Luther Leaguers of Iowa 


KANSAS, total 1 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 3 


MARYLAND, total 79 
Robert A. Schoemaker 
Kathryn Tracy 
David W. Smith 
Elnora Horn 
Mrs. Margaret Moore 
Mary Leonberger 
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Adeline J. Anderson 

Sarah Leiter 

Rev. A. J. Traver 

Mrs. A. J. Traver 

Louis Hoover 

Mrs. Louis Hoover 

Harold Fishell 

Mary Lowry 

Emma Hild 

Ruth Blackburn 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Cumberland 
Luther Place Senior Luther League, Washington 
Atonement Senior Luther League, Washington 
A, Barbara Wiegand 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Frostburg 
Washington District Luther League 
Messiah Youth Fellowship, Baltimore 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Baltimore 
Gertrude Kluge 

Margaret T. Kothe 

Trinity Luther League, Taneytown 
James W. Taylor 

Rachel Shirck 

Edna Ivarsen 

Richard Ackler 


MICHIGAN, total 2 
Anne W. Rollin 


MIDWEST, total 4 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Emerson 
St. John’s Luther League, Ridgeley 


MINNESOTA, total 2 
MISSISSIPPI, total 1 
NEBRASKA, total 1 


NEW JERSEY, total 19 
George Cooper 
Bergen District Luther League 


NEW YORK, total 56 
Clara Krause 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Wurtemberg 
Henry G. Traver, By St. Paul’s Luther League, Wurtemberg 
Rev. Elder J. Himes, By St. Paul’s Luther League, Wurtemberg 
Rev. Elmer G. Schaertel 
Rev. Paul E. Schmidt 
Rey. Carl H. Hirzel 
Rey. John F. Bauchmann 
Miss Maybelle Grace 
Rev. Henry M. Wertz 
Brook'yn Intermediate District Luther League 
Rev. H. W. Sticht 
Rev. Theo. G. Hartwig 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 24 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Hickory 
Mrs. W. C. Howell 
Mrs. J. E. Fisher, By Wittenberg Luther League, 
Granite Quarry 
Dorothy Lutz 


OHIO, total 7 
Faye Kughler 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Osborn 
Lucy Swingle 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 2 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 183 

Rey. T. Benton Peery 

Carl O. Obermiller 

C. Paul Cessna 

Emma Stumpf 

Florence Enck 

Clair Antes 

Alma Nolt 

Rey. E. P. Truchses 

St. John’s Luther League, Brickerville 

Christ Intermediate Luther League, Harrisburg 

St. John’s Luther League, Abbottstown 

S. E. Long 

Mrs. Thelma Birch 

Mrs. E. Martin Grove 

Mrs. L. R. Hobaugh, Memorialized by St. 
Luther League, York 

Henry O. Oberholtzer, Memorialized by Brotherhood of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Whitemarsh 

Robert S. Nelson, Memorialized by Brotherhood of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Whitemarsh 

Stoyestown Senior Luther League, Stoyestown 

Rey. Ralph W. Lind 

Pastor and Mrs. Adolph Hellwege, Memorialized by Dr. Conrad 
F. Hellwege, Philadelphia 

Mildred Frankenfield 


Matthew’s Senior 


OCTOBER, 1940 


Ministerium, total 127 

Rey. John R. Albright 

Mary Gogolin 

Martha Gensch 

Christ Luther League, Hazleton 

Mrs. G. Elson Ruff, By Christ Luther League, Schuylkill Haven 

Mrs. Edwin Smoll, By Christ Luther League, Schuylkill Haven 

Rey. Frank M. Brown 

Grace Senior Luther League, Royersford e 

Edward Schreck 

Charles F. Ziegler 

Viola Wilt 

J. Frederick Gehr 

St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Nanticoke 

Dinkey Memorial Luther League, Ashfield 

Edward Hanna 

Advent Senior Luther League, Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh, total 35 

Katherine C. Blum 

Paul L. Schmiedel 

Rey. L. Paul Mueller 

Rev. Donald R. Poole 

Caroline V. Cathcart 

Marion Atkinson 

Martha Atkinson 

D. A. Kommel 

Mrs. D. A. Kommel 

Ada Margaret Kommel 

Hazel Nannah 

Elmer Huggler 


West Conference 
Central Conference 
East Conference 

Erie Conference 
Greensburg Conference 
Northwest Conference 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 5 
Laura Menzel 
Florence Gerlach 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 64 
Rosemary Bowers 
Ebenezer Intermediate Luther League, Columbia 
Good Hope Senior Luther League, Ward 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Columbia 
St. James Luther League, Graniteville 
Ebenezer Luther League, Columbia 
Rey. L. O. Dasher, By Mt. Hermon Senior Luther 
West Columbia 


Memorialized by 
Pittsburgh Synod Luther League 


League, 


W. B. Shealy 
Elberta Sease 
J. K. Derrick 


Margaret Wolff 

James Randall 

Nancy Losse 

Nora Randall 

Margaret Randall 

Rev. E. D. Zeigler 

Mrs. E. D. Zeigler 

Dr. H. A. McCullough 

John McCullough 

Dr. John B. Setzler 

David Miller 

Florine Krell 

Charles Spehl 

Caroline Haltiwanger 

Lilian Cave 

Eugenia Schumpert 

Kathyleen Schumpert 

Mrs. John Miller 

Rowena Redwine 

Celeste Moore 

Lilla Swygert 

Richard Jantzen 

L. C. Derrick 

O. T. Stoudemire 
TEXAS, total 3 
VIRGINIA, total 61 

Lloyd Loope 

A Friend 

Edith Richardson 

Rev. M. L. Minnick 

Rev. T. G. Shuey 

Rev. J. Luther Sieber 

Rev. Roy B. Setzer 

Rey. John Brokhoff 

Rev. Turner A. Graves 

Rev. P. J. Bame 

Rev. M. L. Kluttz | 

Rev. Albert J. Shumate 

Rey. John Schmidt 

Rev. J. Glenn Boliek 


Thirty-one 


Rey. Lester A. Wertz 

Rey. Lewis Koon 

Rev. W. D. Wise 

Rey. John Hampson Fray 

Rev. A. W. Ballentine 

Rey. Roy T. Troutman 

William Schaeffer 

Rey. Raymond D. Wood 

Rev. Paul Huddle, By Virginia Synodical Luther League 
St. Peter's Luther League, Toms Brook 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 38 
St. Paul’s Senior Luther League, Huntington 


WISCONSIN, total 6 
CANADA, total 5 


MANITOBA, total 1 
Dr. Theodore Hartig, Memorialized by Manitoba District 
Lutheran Lake Camp 


Lu Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 

As in His Heaven 

— Whittier 


yy 


Iemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Mrs. L. R. Hobaugh 
Memorialized by St. Matthew's Senior Luther League, York, Pa. 
Henry O. Oberholtzer 
Memorialized by Brotherhocd of Zion Lutheran Church, 
Whitemarsh, Pa. 
Robert S. Nelson 
Memorialized by Brotherhood of Zion Lutheran Church, 
Whitemarsh, Pa. 
Pastor and Mrs. Adolph Hellwege 
Memorialized by Dr. Conrad Hellwege, Philadelphia 


West Conference 
Central Conference 
East Conference 

Erie Conference 
Greensburg Con/erence 
Northwest Conference 


Dr. Theo. Hartig 
Memorialized by Manitoba District Lutheran Lake Camp 


Memorialized by 
Pittsburgh Synod Luther League 


A Hearty Welcome Awaits You! 


Philadelphia’s 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


The Friendly Church 


16th and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Sundays: 
10:00 A. M. 
11:00 A. M.—(WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
7:30 P. M.—Great Sunday Night 
Service 


Dr. Ross H. Stover 
Pastor 


Thursday, 7:30 P. M. (WDAS) 
When Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 


Thirty-two 


Leaders far the Dexstional Meetings 
Will Need the Following Materials: 


Seniors and Young People: 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


and 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


Intermediates: 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


and 


INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY 
HELPS 


Subscription Rates 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Single subscriptions ........ $1.25 per year 
Chubs of Hives neste steamers le 1.00 per year 
Clubs of ten .90 per year 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 
and 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY HELPS 


Published Quarterly 


Singlemcoples! fas cicierenBieeuien per year $ .25 
In Quantity—Each Quarter 
PRES ES cogdacoon aoded per quarter $1.25 
SO COPIES’ Tarci several erelstets per quarter 2.50 
75) CODIES alawreievita elcceusle vere per quarter 3.00 
L'DOMCODIES) Maparerveretenelcters tere per quarter 4.00 


In Quantity—Annually 


DS NGODIES. rarstolshataletelatevetereretare per year $3.75 
50? COpres we mcimietere der aiateyers per year 6.00 
TACODICS repertory eierel evel tects per year 8.00 
UO) VOSS Bronococosnpon sac per year 10.00 


Send Check or Money Order 
with Subscription to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA 


405 MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 SPRUCE STREET PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


INDEX 
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Greetings to United Lutheran Church in America .... 2 
$500,000 Needed—To Sustain Lutheran Missions .... 2 


45 Years Ago—20) Wears Ago’ t50ssceecemme acini 3 
AS Mighty? Porttessuls OurGoda- neces emer 4 
Education—Book Review 2. ciissate te «eee ae eine 5 
Birthdaye Party oc sa-.cce corner sae aoe eee eee 6 
Life: SEGVIiCE. Cy dies oka) ne aes Searale Mew per Uae nl Se aereers 7 


Our First Missionary Project Becomes a Reality .... 8 
The Luther League’s Interest In The Children of 


they Church 2s i Bee eyes hie odovere ceteris 9 
Promotion® Packets: (a. jn,a0n ave selec re eee eee 9 
Threatening SELurricanes (ah. see aces epee cates cierto. 10 
Intermediate Topics) for October ieee ae eee 10 
Senios: Dopics tor October (smear eerie 15 
Young) People's Topics) fom October aan mer see 19 
The United Lutheran Church in the Field of Philately 25 
News—Activities sof All) Kinds 4 ...a). specie eens 26 
Binancial (Reports eas. niee cere ete eae see eee 30 
What Is#Needed tor Your Meetings) tain... 32 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 


: Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Advancing with Christ 
ORGANIZE 
LUTHER LEAGUES 


INTERMEDIATE GROUPS 
Ages 12, 13, 14—Junior High, Grades 7, 8, 9 


SENIOR GROUPS 
Ages 15, 16, 17—Senior High, grades 10, 11, 12 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUPS 


Ages 18 and over—College and working 


ee 
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For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 


— 
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Muhlenberg College 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 


Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. = - 3a trees 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 

Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of 
Carolina, Georgia~-Alabama, and Florida 
Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


South 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 
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Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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The Finest Awards 


HONOR AWARDS AND SlFTs 
Hand Carved in Solid Oak 


Suitable for Awards of Merit, Honor Roll, Gifts for Officers, for hanging in 
Luther League Meeting Room. A new line of the finest workmanship pos- 
sible. All pieces are hand-carved in natural oak and the Luther League 
Emblem is faithfully reproduced in full colors unless otherwise specified. 


Light Oak Dark Oak 
Cross Plaque 
Full Colors Full Colors 
PME S eM LB e eo. 
$16.50 $6.75 


Light Oak Light Oak 
Cross VBA Cross 10%" 
Full Colors Emblem Full Colors Emblem 
ZA ol Plain $5.00 1S cna Plain $7.00 
$12.00 Colors $6.25 $8.50 Colors $8.25 


Dark Oak 6 
Plaque Emblem 
Plain Plain $3.75 

12S Orr Colors $4.75 
$5.50 


414” Dark Oak Dark Oak 
Emblem Scroll Scroll 
Plain 492275 Plaque Plaque 

Colors $3.75 Sexe OM: SHE aay 
$15.00 $20.00 


These items are in stock but ample time should be given for packing and 
safe transportation. Prices listed above are F. O. B. Harrisburg, Penna. Ship- 
ment of larger items by Express Collect. Remittance must accompany order. 


Sold Exclusively by TRE OER Ehias 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET 


HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


